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MEETING DATE: June 12, 2023 AGENDA ITEM: V.a.    
PROJECT NAME:  FIRE STATION 16     

ACTION ITEM: Approve Project Outline for the New Fire Station 16, to be constructed in the vicinity of 
the current Fire Station 16 at 5933 Geddes Ave, 76107 (Council District 3)    

 

Project Manager: Anne Allen Email:  aallen@artsfortworth.org Phone: 817.298.3028 
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The City of Fort Worth is replacing existing Fire Station 16, which will be located near the current Fire Station 16 in 
Council District 3, and adjacent to Council District 6. The new Fire Station 16 will be based on a two-story prototype 
previously developed for Fire Station 26 by Komatsu Architects. The city expects to begin design in summer of 2023 and 
complete construction in May 2025.  

 
FIRE STATION PROTOTYPE DESIGN by Komatsu Architecture  
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PUBLIC ART SITE AND APPROACH 
Once the property is purchased for the new Fire Station 16, it is likely that incorporating the artwork into the building’s 
exterior may be the best approach. This would ensure the artwork is visible from the streets and experienced primarily 
by motorists. If the site allows, the artwork could also be free-standing.  As with other recent fire station projects, the 
selected artist will be required to participate in a micro-residency with the firefighters at the current Fire Station #16. 
After approval of the Project Outline, the Project Core Team will meet via video conference and receive a project 
orientation during which they will have the opportunity to share their communities’ unique qualities and collectively 
shape their goals and approaches for the artwork that are relevant to the heart of Fort Worth’s westside and the fire 
fighters who serve them. 
 
PUBLIC ART BUDGET 
Approximately $174,500.00 (including contingency) from the Public Art Plan for the 2022 Bond Program, Proposition D, 
is available for the Fire Station #16 Public Art Project. The project is included in the Fort Worth Public Art Fiscal Year 
2023 Annual Work Plan, adopted by the Fort Worth City Council on November 29, 2022 (M&C 22-0932).  
 
ELIGIBILITY 
Staff will recommend 6-8 local artists from the 2022 Fort Worth Public Art Pre-Qualified List of Emerging Artists whose 
work would be a good fit for the project.  
 
ARTIST SELECTION PROCESS  
SELECTION PANEL MEETING #1 
FWPA staff shall present a pool of 6-8 artists for consideration by the Artist Selection Panel. Artists will be contacted 
prior to being considered, to ascertain their interest and availability. The Artist Selection Panel shall review the artists’ 
qualifications and select 3 finalists and 1 alternate.  
 
FINALIST ORIENTATION  
The finalists shall participate in an orientation for the project, including an in-person site visit. 
 
SELECTION PANEL MEETING #2 (In Person Preferred) 
The Artist Selection Panel shall interview each of the 3 finalists individually. The Panel may then ask questions pertinent 
to the project and/or about the artist’s professional experience. The Panel will then recommend one artist and one 
alternate for the project. Upon the Fort Worth Art Commission’s approval, a Preliminary Design contract will be 
executed with the selected artist.  
 
MEETING FACILITATOR: Anne Allen, Public Art Project Manager, Arts Fort Worth 
 
ARTIST SELECTION PANEL (Voting) 

1. TBD, Elected Project Core Team Member from Council District 3 
2. TBD, Elected Project Core Team Member from Council District 6 
3. James Talambas, Vice Chair, Fort Worth Art Commission 
4. TBD, Artist/Arts Professional 
5. TBD, Fire Department Representative 

mailto:aallen@artsfortworth.org


CITY OF FORT WORTH  
ART COMMISSION  

Page 3 of 3 
 

MEETING DATE: June 12, 2023 AGENDA ITEM: V.a.    
PROJECT NAME:  FIRE STATION 16     

ACTION ITEM: Approve Project Outline for the New Fire Station 16, to be constructed in the vicinity of 
the current Fire Station 16 at 5933 Geddes Ave, 76107 (Council District 3)    

 

Project Manager: Anne Allen Email:  aallen@artsfortworth.org Phone: 817.298.3028 
  

ADVISORS (Non-voting) 
1. Danel Mason, District 3 Director 
2. Josh Rivers, District 6 Director 
3. Michael Kazda, Sr. Management Analyst, Fire, City of Fort Worth  
4. Don Isaacs, Project Manager, City of Fort Worth 
5. Other Project Core Team Members 
6. Others, as may be appropriate 

 
PROJECT CORE TEAM 

1. Ella Burton, Lake Como Council 
2. Lydia Guajardo Rickard, Camp Bowie District 
3. Annabel Stephan, Ridglea 
4. Stephanie Muzi, Ridglea North 
5. Dimitra “Dee” Campbell, Como 

 
TIMELINE (Subject to change) 
Project Outline Approved      June 12, 2023 
Project Core Team Orientation      June 2023 
Selection Panel Meeting #1      July 2023 
Finalist Orientation       August 2023 
Selection Panel Meeting #2 (Interviews)     September 2023 
FWAC approval        October 16, 2023 
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North Service Center 
 Public Art Project Outline 

Area Map 

 
 
BACKGROUND AND HISTORY 
The City of Fort Worth has developed a municipal service area in northwest Fort Worth in Council District 10. The 
complex includes the North Service Center for municipal vehicles, the Hillshire Drop-off Station, and the North Animal 
Care and Control Center.  This cluster of civic services is located just north of Bonds Ranch Road, northeast of Highway 
287, at the intersection of Hillshire Drive and Shire Meadow Drive. 
 
Funds to construct the North Service, Drop-off, and Animal Care and Control Centers were included in the 2014 and 
2018 Bond Programs, and this municipal service area was identified as an impactful place for public art. The public art 
funds for these facilities were combined to create a larger installation at the North Animal Control Center Campus where 
Julie Richey recently completed a series of mosaic sculptures.  Since some funds remain, an additional project for the 
municipal complex is possible. 
 
 

North Service Center 
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PUBLIC ART BUDGET 
The Public Art Plan for the 2014 Bond Program, Proposition 6, designated $95,700 in 2% public art funds for the North 
Service Center Project.  Upon completion of the North Animal Care and Control artwork, $70,750.00 remains. 
 
PUBLIC ART SITE AND APPROACH 
The municipal complex sits in an undeveloped area that is not close to a main arterial.  At their meeting on April 11, 
2019, regarding artwork for the municipal complex, the Project Core Team discussed their interest in artwork that may 
serve as a way-finding element, helping citizens find the location and understand the purpose of the campus.   
 
To expedite the project timeline and for continuity of design, staff recommends using the same Project Core Team as the 
North Animal Care and Control project:  
 
PROJECT CORE TEAM 
Jeffrey Bass, Bonds Ranch 
Dave Fancher, Tehama Ridge HOA 
Diana Mudwilder, Dorado Ranch HOA 
Cynde Rodriguez, Copper Creek HOA 
 
ARTIST SELECTION PROCESS  
To expedite the project timeline and for continuity of design, staff recommends the Direct Selection of Julie Richey as 
project artist. This Direct Selection is an option included in the Fort Worth Public Art Master Plan Update, Appendix 4d, 
Section IV.7. on page 56.   
 
TIMELINE (Subject to change) 

Project Outline Approved      June 12, 2023 
Council Member Blaylock and project core team briefed  June 2023 
Preliminary Design Contract Execution    July 2023 
Project Core Team Input Meeting     August 2023 
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PROJECT NAME:  
WRMC HISTORIC TILE MURALS 
INTERPRETIVE PLAQUES 

    

ACTION ITEMS: 

b. Approve Text for the Interpretive Plaques for the Historic Tiles Murals on the 
Facades of the Auditorium and Coliseum at the Will Rogers Memorial Center, 3401 
West Lancaster Avenue, 76106 (Council District 7 / Citywide) 

c. Approve Final Design for the Interpretive Plaques for the Historic Tiles Murals on 
the Facades of the Auditorium and Coliseum at the Will Rogers Memorial Center, 
3401 West Lancaster Avenue, 76106 (Council District 7 / Citywide) 

   

 

Project Manager: Jenny Conn Email:  jconn@artsfortworth.org  
  

PROJECT SUMMARY 

• September 2019 - Mayor’s Office asked the Art Commission to gather community input and make 

recommendations in response to a citizen’s concern about the portrayal of African Americans on the tile mural 

on the Auditorium 

• October 7, 2019 - Special Called Art Commission Meeting included City of Fort Worth Historic Preservation 

Officer Murray Miller’s presentation of the historic context of the murals 

• November 11, 2019 - Art Commission Meeting included citizen comments on the murals 

• November 21, 2019 - Art Commission Public Hearing resulted in community consensus for keeping the murals in 

place and providing historical context at the site 

• December 9, 2019 - Art Commission Meeting includes citizen comments on the murals 

• January 22, 2020 - Art Commission makes general recommendations and appoints an Advisory Panel 

• February 27, 2020 - Advisory Panel Meeting to discuss overall approach 

• April 17, 2020 - Advisory Panel Meeting to review a conceptual design for Auditorium Mural plaques 

• December 8, 2020 - Agreement executed with Elements of Architecture to design the plaques 

• Jan – May 2021 - Arts Fort Worth staff conducts research and drafts interpretive text for auditorium mural  

• May 14, 2021 - Advisory Panel Meeting to review preliminary design and layouts for Auditorium Mural plaques 

• June 25, 2021 - Advisory Panel Meeting to review scale samples, materials, and implementation budget 

• July 16, 2021 - Advisory Panel Meeting to finalize size, materials, and text recommendations  

• July 19, 2021 - Fort Worth Art Commission Meeting to review Advisory Panel’s recommendations   

• August 10, 2021 - Informal Report (#21-10630) to City Council with City staff funding recommendation 

• October 19, 2021 - City Council approves American Rescue Plan Act Funding for plaques (M&C 21-0820)  

• Sept. 2021 - May 2022 - Arts Fort Worth staff conducts research and drafts interpretive text for Coliseum Mural 

• April 8, 2022 - Advisory Panel Meeting to review draft plaque text for Coliseum Mural plaques  

• May - July 2022 - Local cultural and history experts review plaque text for historic accuracy  

• August 2022 – April 2023 - Cultural Focus Groups provide review plaque text and provide feedback  

• May 5, 2023 - Final edited draft text provided to Advisory Panel for final review 

• May 15, 2023 - Art Commission Endorses Final Draft Text and Sets Public Hearing for June 12, 2023 

• June 2, 2023 – Advisory Panel reviews plaque design, material samples and installation plan  

 

ENDORSED DRAFT PLAQUE TEXT  

The Art Commission’s endorsed draft text is attached to this document and is available on the FWPA Website: 

https://www.fwpublicart.org 
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AUDITORIUM PLAQUE SITE MAP AND PLAQUE FINAL DESIGN (Coliseum plaque design and placement will follow same format) 

 

     
 

NEXT STEPS 

The City Council will receive an Informal Report on the Art Commission’s recommendations for the project.  In early 

August 2023, City Council will be asked to consider authorizing a Construction Contract to fabricate, deliver, and install 

the plaques at the site before the end of the calendar year. 

 

The Public Art Collection Manager (listed below) is available to answer questions prior to the meeting. 
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Historic Tile Auditorium and Coliseum Murals 
Will Rogers Memorial Center, 3401 West Lancaster Avenue, 76107 

 

 
Created to commemorate the State of Texas Centennial (1836-1936), two 200-foot long, hand-painted 

tile murals trace the state’s settlement and industrial development.  The murals were integrated into 

the facades of the National Register listed Will Rogers Memorial Center auditorium and coliseum.  

 
Following a concerning social media post about the depiction of African Americans in the auditorium mural, 

the Mayor’s office asked the Fort Worth Art Commission to seek community input and make a 

recommendation.  During the commission’s public hearing of November 21, 2019, community consensus 

emerged strongly in favor of presenting historical context for the murals at the site.  

 

The Art Commission appointed the Will Rogers Memorial Center Interpretation Advisory Panel in January 

2020.  They recommended that permanent interpretive plaques be embedded in the plazas in front of the 

coliseum and auditorium, an idea based on a concept by City of Fort Worth Historic Preservation Officer 

Murray Miller. 

 

The result of more than two years of research and meetings with focus groups representing the diverse 

cultures depicted in the murals, the draft interpretive plaque text contained in this document was 

endorsed by the Art Commission on May 15, 2023.  Local culture and Texas history experts were 

consulted to ensure historical accuracy.   

 

The design for the interpretive plaques will be presented at the Fort Worth Art Commission 

immediately following the Public Hearing on June 12, 2023.  Except for the introductory plaques for each 

mural, the images below are photographs of the six scenes in each mural along with corresponding draft 

plaque text.  Limited to 600 characters, the total character count appears in parentheses. 

 

The goal of this project is to encourage viewers to learn more about Texas’ multifaceted history 
and to foster cultural equity and understanding in our community.  For more details about the 
Public Hearing please visit: https://www.publicart.org. 
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