
Flood Awareness
N E W S L E T T E R

The city’s Stormwater Management Program is tasked with 

So how is that accomplished? By maintaining the city’s 

through capital projects, warning residents about the 
hazards and reviewing development for compliance with 

minimized. 
All rivers, streams, tributaries, and ditches – regardless of 

West Fork Trinity River, Mary’s Creek, Marine Creek, Village 

Creek, Sycamore Creek and White’s Branch. Hazardous 

upstream areas toward larger streams and channels.  

Stormwater Management
in Fort Worth

Flood facts
• Flooding is the number one natural disaster in the 

United States.

result in more deaths than tornados. 
• Almost 80 percent of the repetitive loss claims 

in the City were from properties located 
outside FEMA’s Special Flood Hazard Area 
(SFHA).

• Flooding in Fort Worth is typically produced 
by heavy rainfall from frontal type storms that 

occur during the spring and fall.

in Fort Worth.  
• Over the life of a 30-year loan, a home, if located in a high-risk 

stormwaterCS@fortworthtexas.gov to help with the following:

      a policy.
   • Provide current FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)

       property owners.
   • Building requirements and the Floodplain Development
       Permit process.

Let the City help

Visit us online at:
www.FortWorthTexas.gov/stormwater

 

Purchase flood insurance
Flood insurance is highly recommended for all residents and business owners within Fort Worth whether located 
within a high-risk area or not.  Most standard homeowner policies 

If residents live in a low- to moderate-risk area, they might be eligible for the low-cost Preferred Risk Policy (PRP), which includes coverage 

takes effect.

Mandatory Flood Insurance Requirement 
rries a mortgage from a federally regulated or insured lender, the 

construction, repair or improvement of any publicly or privately owned buildings in the SFHA. A lender may require the borrower to hold 

Flood insurance is offered through the NFIP but polices are sold and administered by private insurance companies.  Contact an insurance 
agent to purchase a policy today.

Visit FloodSmart.gov or call 1-800-427-2419
 

Know the flood risk
     Everyone is at risk – even those who do not live or work close to rivers and lakes.  Floods occur as a result of heavy rains, overloaded 
drainage systems, land development runoff and many more reasons.  Just one inch of water can cause tens of thousands of dollars of 
damage to homes or businesses and its contents.

Before a Flood During a Flood After a Flood
Purchase Flood 
Insurance.

Do not drive through Check for structural 
damage to buildings.

Make an emergency 
plan. of your home or climb 

to higher ground.

Document all 
damages.

Document belongings. Don’t walk through Remove all wet items.

Store valuable items 
(computers, family 
photos, heirlooms, etc.) 
at higher locations in 
your home.

Listen for emergency 
updates.

Get a Floodplain 
Development Permit 
and Building Permit 
before making any 
repairs.

Sign-up for 
emergency messages 
for Fort Worth at 
fortworthtexasalerts.gov

Turn off electricity at 
the main power switch 
and shut off water 
and gas.

Contact your 
insurance agent and 

claim.

Protect what matters The city’s Stormwater Management Field Operations crews 
work hard to maintain the drainage systems throughout the city.  
By ordinance, it is illegal to 
dump any type of debris into 
a stream, river or drainage 
ditch.  This debris becomes 
entangled in culverts, bridges, 
shallow streambeds or 
ditches and impedes drainage 
causing damage and/or 

keep drainage ditches on their 
property free of debris, foliage 
and vegetation that would 

Report debris dumping to the 
city’s Code Compliance Department by calling 817-392-1234. 

Protect property now
moving furniture or placing sandbags around the structure. While recent regulations have made new homes 

Build responsibly.

Services Department at 817-392-2222 for advice on requirements.

 

above the BFE.

Know the substantial  improvement requirements.
If the cost of reconstruction, rehabilitation or other improvements to a building equals or exceeds 50 percent of the current market value, the 
structure must meet the same requirements as those of a new building.  Substantially damaged buildings must meet the same requirements 

Tarrant County Flood Map Changes Coming Soon 
These maps went to Preliminary status in November 2020.  View mapping at
https://msc.fema.gov/fmcv.

Flood Warning System
The City of Fort Worth Flood Warning System is 

levels, in order to protect people from hazardous 

warning information at monitored hazardous roadway 
overtopping locations. The Flood Threat link shows 
whether the road crossing is experiencing no known 

(“CAUTION”), or has overtopped (“AVOID”). For more 
information please visit www.fortworthtexas.gov/

Why protect floodplains?
The City of Fort Worth is a beautiful place to live, work and play.  

 

in their natural state provides open space areas for parks, bike 
paths and wildlife conservation.  Floodplains reduce the severity 

improves the water quality of the lakes and rivers of Fort Worth by 
slowing down stormwater runoff, which allows sediments and other 
impurities to settle out.
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Open Space Conservation Program
The City of Fort Worth is working to establish a new Open Space Conservation Program to help identify and protect the city’s most 
important natural areas for current residents and future generations. Combining GIS-based computer mapping and modeling with public 
input, the natural areas prioritization process will be data driven and community informed. Results will help guide where public funds could 
be spent to acquire and conserve high quality natural areas across the city. The Trust for Public Land is working with the City of Fort Worth 
and a community stakeholder group on this effort.

For more information, please visit FortWorthOpenSpace.org or email: openspace@fortworthtexas.gov.

Turn around don’t drown

Vehicles approaching water-covered roadways are unlikely to know the depth of the water or the condition of the 
pavement. This is especially true at night, when vision is more limited. Play it smart, play it safe. Whether driving or 

Useful Websites:

Para solicitar una copia en espanol, llame at 817-972-6261.
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