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Agenda
• Veterans Memorial Park
• Tarrant County Vietnam Memorial Foundation
• Project Background & Goals
• Proposed Location
• Memorial Concept 
• Project Development
• Proposed Project Funding
• Next Steps

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Construction of a memorial – intended dedication on 11/11/2026
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Veterans Memorial Park 

• Council District 7
• 4120 Camp Bowie Blvd
• Dedicated in 1923, 0.51 

Acres
• October 1950 military 

association with site 
established

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Veterans Memorial Park has served as a war memorial since October 1950. The site includes memorials for the Texas 36th Division (WWI 1950 and WWII 1987), a statue memorializing Flanders Field (WWI), four monuments recognizing Medal of Honor recipients with ties to Fort Worth, 2 naval missiles (WWII) and a navy anchor (on loan from the US Navy) celebrating the commissioning of the USS Fort Worth.



Texas Historical Markers:
*Camp Bowie Blvd.: WWI arterial street history
*Camp Bowie in WWI: Trained TX & Oklahoma National Guards, named for James Bowie
*George Herman O’Brien Jr.: Korean Marine War Veteran, recognized for courageous acts in battle

Memorials:
*Medal of Honor: Horace Carswell, Charles Pendleton, Robert Law.
*Thirty-Sixth Division Camp Bowie: Men who composed the original Thirty-Sixth Division in WWI.
*The Fighting Thirty Sixth Division: WWII, 27K casualties.
*USS Fort Worth: Memorial plaque, anchor and armor piercing projectiles (from WWII).
*WWII Veterans Memorial Stone (Tree planted in honor in 1995).






Tarrant County Vietnam Memorial Foundation
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• 501(c)3
• All Volunteer Organization
• Never to be Forgotten – More than a catch phrase
• Mission: Lead a coalition in designing, building, and installing a 

permanent Vietnam War memorial to local veterans who 
sacrificed in Southeast Asia 

• Goal: Salute the impact of those who served and paid 
the ultimate sacrifice

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jim Hodgson - President 
Bruce Zielsdorf – TCVMF Vice Pres. & Communications Coordinator 
Damon Harvey - TCVMF Treasurer)  
Robert Williams - TCVMF Secretary



Project Background & Goals

• In 2020 the Foundation proposed construction of a Vietnam War 
memorial in Veterans Memorial Park 

• Honor 223 Tarrant County Veterans who died in the war or who died 
later due to serving in the war

• Provide a place to remember and educate current and future 
generations about the Vietnam War

• Memorial will include artwork by local artist Michael Pavlovsky
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Construction of a memorial – intended dedication on 11/11/2026

Who is Tarrant County Vietnam Memorial Foundation?




Proposed Location
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explain site map and rendering

Texas Historical Markers
*Camp Bowie Blvd.: WWI arterial street history
*Camp Bowie in WWI: Trained TX & Oklahoma National Guards, named for James Bowie
*George Herman O’Brien Jr.: Korean Marine War Veteran, recognized for courageous acts in battle

Memorials
*Medal of Honor: Horace Carswell, Charles Pendleton, Robert Law.
*Thirty-Sixth Division Camp Bowie: Men who composed the original Thirty-Sixth Division in WWI.
*The Fighting Thirty Sixth Division: WWII, 27K casualties.
*USS Fort Worth: Memorial plaque, anchor and armor piercing projectiles (from WWII).
*WWII Veterans Memorial Stone (Tree planted in honor in 1995).






Memorial Concept
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• Granite memorial listing 
names of fallen by year

• Bronze symbolic tree 
shape & sword

• Brick pavers surrounding 
memorial

• Granite benches 
representing U.S. Armed 
Forces



Project Development
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Ceremonial Groundbreaking 
November 19, 2020

Park & Recreation Advisory Board
October 27, 2021 Information Item
February 26, 2025  Endorsement

Art Commission 
November 15, 2021 Preliminarily endorsed sculpture
February 17, 2025 Endorsed revised design and recommended accession of
artwork into the Fort Worth Public Art (FWPA) Community Legacy Collection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The Park & Recreation Department (PARD) has worked with the Foundation to determine the location of the memorial in the park and has provided guidance on City requirements to achieve approval for construction i.e. plan review/approval, license agreement for construction maintenance, etc.

On November 19, 2020, a ceremonial groundbreaking ceremony, intended to increase awareness for the project and thus fundraising, was held for the proposed memorial. The ceremony coincided with Medal of Honor recipients in town for activities associated with the National Medal of Honor Museum in Arlington.

This item was presented to the Park Board on October 27, 2021 (Information Item VII. B).
 
The Art Commission preliminarily endorsed the Foundation’s proposed sculpture component on November 15, 2021. The Commission endorsed the revised design on February 17, 2025, and made a recommendation to accession the artwork into the Fort Worth Public Art (FWPA) Community Legacy Collection should the city accept the donation of the memorial.






Proposed Project Funding
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• Current estimated cost: $355,000
• Foundation has received $55,000 in donations 
• Intend to launch formal fundraising campaign in April 2025
• Staff recommends use of Community Partnerships Fund to match 

50% of the project up to $200,000

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

They have a proposal from Teague Nall and Perkins, Inc. for design & engineering at a fixed fee of $32,100 

The Future Partnerships Community Fund contribution serves a public purpose of honoring the Tarrant County residents who died in the Vietnam War and provide a place to remember and educate current and future generation about the Vietnam War

Recommend Future Community Partnerships Fund contribution to cover 50% of the project in the amount up to $200,000.

The City's contribution in the amount up to $200,000.00 comes after verifying the Foundation has successfully:
shown that the remaining amount of capital contributions needed to fund the Vietnam Memorial construction has already been committed by other organizations, thus putting the construction "across the fundraising finish line", and
shown a pro forma that indicates full sustainability without the need for additional funding.
The contribution will be further conditioned on the execution of a funding agreement to ensure the public purpose is carried out. 


City Requirements:
License agreement 
	for use of the location for construction
Funding agreement 
	ensures the public purpose is carried out




Next Steps 
April 1, 2025 City Council Work Session
April 8, 2025 M&C to authorize license agreement and use of 

Community Partnerships Fund
April – March 2026 Foundation fundraising campaign; final design and 

engineering 
March 2026 – Sept. 2026 Construction/installation of memorial 
November 11, 2026  Dedication of memorial
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Questions?
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