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STAFF REPORT 
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL LANDM ARKS COM MISSION 

CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
 

DATES: November 14, 2022 COUNCIL DISTRICT: 8 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
REQUEST Recommendation for Designation as a Historic and 

Cultural Landmark 
 
APPLICANT/AGENT Alyssa Banta Revocable Trust 

 
LOCATION 4445 Rolling Hills Drive 

 
ZONING/ USE (S) A-10 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION Individual 

 
REQUEST 

 

The owner requests a recommendation to City Council to consider designating the property at 
4445 Rolling Hills Dr. as a Historic and Cultural Landmark (HC). 

 
APPLICABLE CITY OF FORT WORTH ZONING ORINANCE PROVISIONS 

 
4.401 Historic Preservation Overlay Districts 

 
(c) Identification and Designation of Cultural Resources 

 
3. Eligibility for Designation 

 
a. Eligibility for HC and HC District Designations. 

i. Individual Property. An individual property may be designation as HC if it 
meets the following qualifications: 

1. Two or more of the criteria for significance; and 
2. The necessary criteria for assessing integrity. 

 
Criteria for Historic Significance 

 
1. Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, 

ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United States. 
 

4. Has been identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture 
and development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United States. 
 

6. Possesses significant archeological value, which has produced or is likely to produce data 
affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest. 

 
EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Constructed in 1952, the structure at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant for its association with 
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the development of southeast Fort Worth after World War II (Criterion 1); for its association with 
the Ellis family of Fort Worth, a prominent land development family over several generations 
(Criterion 4); and for its potential archaeological value that is likely to produce data affecting 
theories of historic or prehistoric interest in relation to the Caddo Native American tribe (Criterion 
6). 

 

In regards to Criterion 1, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant for its association 
with development in southeast Fort Worth after World War II. In 1947, J. Merida Ellis and his 
father platted three hundred acres south of downtown and began developing the Rolling Hills 
Addition. In about 1952, they built 4445 Rolling Hills Avenue on the +/-13.7 acres that is block 9. 
This property is a rare intact remnant of Blackland Prairie in southeast Fort Worth, retaining much 
of the original prairie landscape features around the house that extant in 1952. Less than 1% of 
the original Texas Blackland Prairie ecosystem remains today in North Texas, and 4445 Rolling 
Hills is a rare remnant of that prairie within Fort Worth. 

 
In regards to Criterion 4, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant for its association 
with the Ellis family of Fort Worth, a prominent land development family over several 
generations. J. Merida Ellis — son of real estate developer and land owner James M. Ellis, and 
grandson of businessman, developer and pioneer of Fort Worth, James F. Ellis — was the third 
generation in the family business, James M Ellis & Son, which by the 1950s was known as “Fort 
Worth’s Oldest Firm”. The property is also associated with Dr. Edward Guinn and his wife Addie, 
who purchased the property in 1968. Dr. Guinn had an early segregated physician’s practice for 
Black patients in the then segregated St. Joseph’s Hospital. Dr. Guinn later became a Fort 
Worth City Councilman.  
 
In regards to Criterion 6, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive is significant because it is likely 
to produce archaeological data affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest. The property is 
located near and may contain the site of a former Caddo Native American tribe guidepost of 
rocks. This property and the surrounding land were important to the Caddo tribe due to its high 
elevation, bald prairie land with significant views of surrounding territory, and proximity to 
Sycamore Creek. This property is likely to produce archaeological data related to the Caddo 
Native American tribe, helping to further establish the tribe’s history in Fort Worth. 
 
EVALUATION OF INTEGRITY 
Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance. The designation of a property must 
not only be shown to have significance under Zoning Ordinance, but it also must have integrity. 
Within the concept of integrity for example, the National Park Service criteria recognizes seven 
aspects that define integrity. 

 
Seven Aspects of Integrity 

 
1. Location. 
2. Design. 
3. Setting. 
4. Materials. 
5. Workmanship 
6. Feeling. 
7. Association. 

 
In relation to the Seven Aspects of Integrity: 

1. The structure is still in its original location from when it was constructed in 1952.  
2. The design of the structure is still intact and identifiable.  
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3. The property’s original setting is still extant, as the original Blackland Prairie still 
surrounds the house on most of the 13+ acres with significant views of the 
surround landscape. 

4. The property’s original materials appear generally intact. The original masonry 
walls, siding, and iconic chimneys are still extant and in good condition. Most of the 
original windows are still extant. It appears that an original two-car garage has 
been enclosed at some point in the building’s history. This condition is considered 
reversible. However, the exterior brick has been painted, which adversely affects 
the overall integrity of the structure. 

5. The property still displays the physical evidence of workmanship from the 1950s, 
such as the original 6/6 and 8/8 wood windows and decorative masonry 
construction, particularly on the chimneys.   

6. The property still retains its feeling as a unique Tudor-Revival residence constructed 
after World War II, as evidenced by the attached two-car garage.   

7. The property still retains its association with the original Blackland Prairie 
setting in which was constructed. The property no longer retains its 
association with the Ellis family, as they sold the property in 1968. The 
property no longer retains its association with the Guinn family, as they 
recently sold the property. 

 
FINDINGS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Eligibility for Designation 
 
The structure meets the following City of Fort Worth criteria for historic designation: 

 
Criterion 1: Is distinctive in character, interest or value, and exemplifies the cultural, economic, 

social, ethnic or historical heritage of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the 
United States. 

 
Criterion 4: Has been identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 

culture and development of the City of Fort Worth, State of Texas or the United 
States. 

 
Criterion 6: Possesses significant archeological value, which has produced or is likely to produce 

data affecting theories of historic or prehistoric interest. 
 

Integrity 
Based on the evidence still extant at the property, the property at 4445 Rolling Hills Drive 
sufficiently retains six aspects of integrity (location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and 
feeling). 

 
Summary 
Staff have found evidence that the property meets 3 of the 8 Criteria for Designation. The 
property also retains its original integrity and the identity for which it is significant. This is 
consistent with the requirements of the ordinance for Historic & Cultural Landmark properties. 

 
Therefore, staff recommends the following motion: 

 
That the HCLC recommend that City Council consider designating the property at 4445 
Rolling Hills Drive as a Historic & Cultural Landmark (HC) and that the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties be used when evaluating any 
proposed future change to the property. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 
 

 
Fig. 1 – Location of 4445 Rolling Hills Drive in southeast Fort Worth. 
 

 
Fig. 2 – Showing the size of the parcel and untouched Blackland Prairie surrounding the primary 
residence. 
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Fig. 3 – Showing location of subject property in 1952. Note that most of the surrounding 300 
acres adjacent to 4445 Rolling Hills Drive were being developed for the first time by the Ellis 
family, one of Fort Worth’s oldest real estate development firms.    
 

 
Fig. 4 – Showing primary structure. Note enclosed two-car garage on the right, Tudor-Revival 
style decorative brick chimneys and painted masonry.
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Fig. 6 – Showing east elevation. Note remaining 8/8 wood windows. 

 

      
Fig. 7 – Showing the west elevat
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Fig. 8 – Showing the rear elevation and enclosed sunroom. 

 
Fig. 9 – Showing surround Blackland Prairie and views of downtown Fort Worth. The high 
elevation and views of surrounding territory were important for the Caddo Native American tribe. 
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Fig. 10 – Showing Blackland Prairie and views to the east. 
 



HCLC-21-263 

9 

 

 

 
Fig. 11 – August 1967 Star-Telegram article on the history of the Ellis family in Fort Worth, who 
were one of the first pioneer families to settle in Fort Worth when it was a military outpost in the 
1840s. 
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Fig. 12 – An April 1950 Star-Telegram article noting the development of the hills surrounding 
Sycamore Creek and its importance to the Caddo Native American tribe.  
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