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Purpose
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• CFW ORD. § 6.302 – Urban Forestry (UF)
• Trees have a positive economic effect on the city 

by enhancing property values, mitigating 
drainage and flooding issues, improving air 
quality, helping save energy, and improving 
health and quality of life, making the city a more 
attractive place in which to live, visit and do 
business. 

• It is the purpose of this section to achieve 30% 
tree canopy coverage citywide and to promote a 
multi-aged urban forest. This may be 
accomplished by addressing the preservation 
and protection of healthy and significant trees, 
providing for the replacement and replanting of 
trees that are removed during development, and 
establishing additional tree canopy.

• Link to Urban Forestry Ordinance

https://www.fortworthtexas.gov/files/assets/public/v/2/development-services/documents/urban-forestry/urban-forestry-ordinance-2025-update.pdf


Urban Forestry History
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Implementation of 
Urban Forest Master Plan 



When is an UF Permit Required?
Applicability §6.302(d)
• Removal of trees 6” DBH and larger (diameter at breast height – 4.5’ from 

ground)*
• Construction requiring building permit
• Expansions that increase footprint by 30%+ or 3,000 square feet
• Clearing, grading, or paving of land including parking lots
• Subdivision of land greater than 1 acre for one- or two-family dwellings
• Construction of manufactured home or recreational vehicle parks
• Mixed-Use (MU) zoned properties – required to provide 50% canopy coverage of 

open space
• New agricultural development involving tree removal
• Public projects that will physically change the surface or will require tree removal

*Protected Species Only
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When is a UF Permit Not Required?
Exemptions §6.302(e)
• Structures that do not create or expand building square footage or 

temporary structures when no trees are removed
• Single residential lot with a one- or two-family dwelling that is one 

acre of less
• Change in use of an existing structure, unless the structure is 

expanded by 30%+ or 3,000 square feet
• Any area within a design district that has Urban Forestry standards

• Form based codes including Berry/University, Camp Bowie, Near Southside, Panther 
Island, Trinity Lakes, and Urban Residential

• Construction or expansion in “H” central business district
• Airport operating areas
• Any tree deemed unsafe, in easement, or in conflict with other 

ordinances or Gas Well Sites
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When to apply?
Once you know what trees are out there and you can 
provide a site plan

Reach out any time with your concerns. It is smart to 
ask about location before spending too much time on 
plans if protected trees will need to be removed.

• Before Platting
• With Platting
• BEFORE a Building Permit
• BEFORE a Grading Permit
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3 Major Components
Preservation

• Typically, must 
preserve 25% of 
existing protected 
species canopy

Mitigation

• To remove a 
significant size tree 
(18” cross timber 
oak or 24” 
protected)
• Preserve 1.5x
• Pay mitigation fee
• Plant 5x the 

canopy

Provided Canopy

• Based on land use
• 20% industrial
• 30% commercial
• 40% residential
• 50% of provided 

open space for MF 
and MU

• 5% for UR
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Types of UF Permits

• Tree Removal 
• Required before removing any tree 

6" or greater in DBH
• Issued for single-tree removals
• Must demonstrate 

compliance with preservation and 
mitigation requirements

• Urban Forestry Compliance (UFC)
• Required for removal of more than 

1 tree or any development requiring 
a building permit

• Includes submission and approval 
of a UFP1 or UFP2

• Runs with the land if progress toward 
implementation is made

Coordinating Permits Requiring UFP1 or 
UFP2 Approval

• Demolition/Razing
• Standard note that approval of 

razing permit does not allow for tree 
removal, if removing trees must 
submit UFC or tree removal permit

• Grading
• UFC application submitted, an 

approved stamped UFP1
• Fill

• UFC application submitted, an 
approved stamped UFP1

• Building
• UFC application submitted, an 

approved stamped UFP2

UF Permits and Required Coordination
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Phase 1 – UFP1
• Provides EXISTING CONDITIONS

• Specify if protected species present, no protected 
species, no existing trees, or exempt from preservation

• If protected on site, MUST PROVIDE SURVEY for 6” DBH+
• Significant at 18” Post or Blackjack Oak and 24” DBH 

for others
• Proposed tree protective fencing, chain-link for 

significant trees
• Must show ALL CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS

• Ingress, egress, staging, parking, wash stations, 
portable toilet, etc.

• Inspection after UFP1 approval and before any grading, 
clearing, or fill permit is issued 
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UFP2 Submission 
Requirements
• Provides PROPOSED CONDITIONS
• Location and species of protected trees to 

be planted and preserved
• Any easements and right of way 

delineations

• Calculations can be included on page or off
• Excel file for calculations are available and 

updated routinely on our Urban Forestry 
website

• Must have recorded plat to final and should 
amend if anything changes during 
construction since this will run with the land
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Urban Forestry Ordinance
§6.302 - 2025 Amendments

Major Changes:
• Expanded Protected Species List
• Stricter Preservation Requirements for 

Certain  [Post Oaks and Significant] Trees
• Increased Penalties for Violations
• Administrative Relief – Height and Setbacks
• Canopy Goal Reinforced (City's Target 30%)
• Permit and Plan Submittal Clarifications
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2025 Updates
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Protected Species List
Large Canopy Medium Canopy Small Canopy

American 
elm

Pond 
cypress Afghan pine* Lacey Oak American 

smoketree Mexican plum
Baldcypress Post oak Arizona cypress* Monterrey Oak Carolina buckhorn Possumhaw holly
Black walnut Red oak Blackjack oak Shantung Maple Cherry-laurel Rough-leaf 

dogwood
Bur oak* Bigtooth maple* Shin Oak Crapemyrtle* Rusty blackhaw
Cedar elm* ‘Caddo’ maple* Southern 

Magnolia Desert willow* Texas persimmon*
Chinquapin 
oak* Chinese pistache* Texas Red Oak Eve’s necklace* Texas redbud
Lacebark 
elm Eastern redcedar* Trident Maple Indian cherry Vitex
Live oak* Ginkgo Western 

Soapberry Japanese maple Waxmyrtle
Pecan Japanese Black Pine Mexican buckeye Yaupon holly*

* Drought tolerant species



2025 Updates
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Unprotected Species List
Ash Mesquite
Ash juniper Mimosa
Bradford pear Mulberry
Chinaberry Osage Orange/ Bois d'Arc (fruiting)
Chinese Tallow Siberian elm
Cottonwood Silver maple
Golden raintree Tree of Heaven
Hackberry/ Sugarberry Willow
Ligustrum

Any species of tree, shrub, vine or grass listed in the Nonnative Invasive Plants of 
Southern Forests, published by the United States Department of Agriculture Forest 

Service.



UF Citations and 
Civil Penalties

When a Citation May Be Issued

• Tree removal without a permit
• Noncompliance with an approved UFC
• Unauthorized removals beyond approved 

scope

• Failure to install or maintain tree 
protection measures

Citation Process
• Site Inspection & Documentation
• Determination of Violation

• Issuance of Citation
• Criminal Fine
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Civil Penalty Process

• Civil Penalty Assessment
• Notice of Civil Penalty 

Letter
• Suspension of Permits

• Appeal Option

Criminal Fine
$2,000 per tree

Civil Penalties for 
Protected Trees
Unauthorized Removal
$600/inch or $15/sq ft

Unauthorized Sig. Removal
$1,200/inch or $30/sq ft



Administrative Relief to Preserve
§6.302(f)
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Director may increase the building height up to an additional 14 feet above the 
height allowed for the following zoning districts. Building setbacks and bufferyards 
adjacent to applicable residential districts would still have to be observed.
1. CR – Low Density Multifamily 
2. C – Medium Density Multifamily
3. CF – Community Facilities
4. ER – Restricted Neighborhood Commercial 
5. E – Neighborhood Commercial

Director may decrease the setbacks by up to 50% for any zoning district.

Relief does not waive urban forestry requirements and fees.
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In granting relief, the Director shall determine: 

a) all or a part of the urban forestry regulations may deprive the applicant of economically 

viable use of the property; 

b) the proposed design has minimized the loss of trees and canopy to the extent possible;

c) the relief requested will not injure the existing or permitted use of adjacent conforming 

property, will not make the property substantially different from properties within the same 

zoning category, has no adverse effects on adjacent properties, and would not result in 

an adverse effect on traffic circulation, drainage or utilities; and 

d) that tree preservation or mitigation unduly burdens the development of the property due 

to a unique physical circumstance on the property or by reducing the developable portion 

of the property to 25% of the property. 

Administrative Relief to Preserve
§6.302(f)



Urban Design Commission (UDC)
§6.302(f)

Waivers Tied to Site Design
• Waiver of preservation 
• Waiver of significant tree mitigation
• Waiver of planting requirement

Appeal of the Urban Forestry Administrator
• Applicant disagrees with decision 
• Appeal must be filed within 10 days
• Appeal of UDC decision to the Board of Adjustment
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UFC Application Calculations

Development Services



UFP1 - Existing Site Conditions
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• Gross area or Provided 
Open Space

• Deductible Area
(verified with plat)

• Significant Tree 
Information automatically 
pulls from Table 2 & 3



Existing Conditions - Table 2
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Existing Conditions - Table 3
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Where applicant enters tree information



UFP1 - Existing Site Conditions
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• All of these are populated 
in Table 2 from 
information on Table 3

• Existing canopy
• Area being preserved
• Existing post/blackjack 

oak
• Oaks being preserved



UFP2 - Proposed Site Conditions
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Land use determines base 
requirement

Can complete Table 4 
for trees from old UFCs or 
that haven't reached 
mature canopy size



UFP2 - Proposed Site Conditions
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• From the protected 
species list

• Spacing deductions apply 
when too close together



UFP2 - Proposed Site Conditions
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Square feet of parking
Tree canopy adjacent to 
parking 

• 4' minimum
• 15' max for large
• 10' max for medium
• 7' max for small

Last section will show 
compliance



Urban Forestry Permits run with the 
land so you must revise or amend 
and make sure they are accurate

We map them and they are 
available on the 

Zoning & Annexation Map
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https://gisapps.fortworthtexas.gov/Html5Viewer/?viewer=Zoning


Development Services

Zoning & Annexation 
Map
www.fortworthtexas.gov/
departments/development-
services/zoning



Have someone who knows tree 
species look at the land BEFORE 

designing.

Check to see if an existing UFC 
already exists
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PHONE

817-392-2222

EMAIL
UrbanForestry@fortworthtexas.gov

ADDRESS

100 Fort Worth Trail, Fort Worth, TX 76102

WEBSITE
https://www.fortworthtexas.gov/departments/development-
services/urbanforestry
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