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0 oy's— 'opics: Numbers

Overview and Things to Know:

Todoy we talked about numbers. We inJrenJrionoHy did not call it “math”. Some of us have negoﬁve emotional reaction to mathematics.
Itis impor+on+ to avoid \eHing that cloud the discovery and curiosﬁy associated with math and numbers that occurs in eor|y childhood.
In fact, preschoo| math skills are the /1 indicator of future academic success. We want fo empower you to use our fools fo encourage
discovery around numbers and mathematical comceprs. Eor|y math domain includes courﬁing and operohons, spo+io| relations,

measurement and data and poHerns and o|gebroic Jrhinking We have divided the math domain into two ropicsi Numbers and Patterns.

Activities We Did:

« Follow the Leader (Spojrio\ Relations) « Number identification
« Musical Numbers (Number Recognition and Courﬁmg) + Counting

Things to Try at Home:

Our goo| is simp|e: fo make math a fun por+ of kids' everydoy lives. Informal spaces provide a greoJr opporjrurﬂjry fo poinJr out mathematical

Jrhmking. In eor\y childhood children orejuer beginning fo ﬂgure out how counjring works and what it fells you. They are |eorrﬂng the
sequence of number words. They’re figuring out the onedoone correspondence and cordino|i+>/. Each child learns dif{erenﬂy. Askmg your
child quesﬁorws about the world around them he|ps with |ecnrning. You can Jrry Jrrﬂngs like sprink\ing math words info conversations with your
child. Words used to compare or describe spo+io| features are a greoJr p\oce fo start. For exomp\e, while |:>ui|din9 with blocks you migH ask,
“Should we add another block on +op?" or “How many more blocks will we need to make it faller than you?" Don't worry if your child
doesn't o\reody know all of the math vocobu|ory you use; using new conceerS in realworld contexts is the key fo he\ping kids build
meoningfu\ undersbnding. In order to correcHy count a set, children have fo understand cordino|i+y, or the idea that the last number you
say as you count out a set is the same as the total amount. One way fo he\p kids build this undersronding is fo emphosize the cordino\ijry
each time you count. For exomp|e, while counﬂng out three bears, say: “Onre, two, three! There are three Jreddy bears!”

Songs to Listen to:

. Johnny Had One Friend by Ella Jenkins « 5 Little Ducks by Raffi
e 3is the Mogic Number by Elizabeth Mitchell e The Ants Go Morcl’ﬂng by Laurie Berkner
. Jumping and Coun+in9 by Jim Gill

If You Want to Dive Deeper:

Connect math to their interests: Your child’s favorite games or Jroys can be used as a go+ewoy to math! Does your child love

dinosaurs? Sort their favorite dinosaur Jroys by size and find the |orges+ or smallest. Are Jrrwey info pre+end p\oy? Open an ice
cream Shop and count out the rigrﬁ number of scoops and the fotal cost for each order.

Keep it fun: The emphasis af this age (and all ages, in our opinion!) should be on enjoymenJr and exploration. If your child is
showing signs of frustration or disinterest, switch activities or take a break. The goo| is to connect and make math fun, not a chore!
Avoid memorization: Encouroge undersronding over rote |eornin9A If H’]ey can understand the ”'wr\y” behind a concep+, Jrhey'“
remember it far befter than if Jrhey simp\y memorize it. The 900\ for each of our activities is to he|p kids build a meoningfu|

number sense, no+jus+ to be able to find the ”righjr” answer on a flashcard. From Hrps://www‘growinjromojrhcom/b\og/sjrorjrhere
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- Books to Check Out -
For ”lefl rE'KiNdergar{'nerS

A .
Karma Wisan & Jane Chipman Count with Maisy, ONE g
‘ Cheep. Cheep, Cheep!
r . TWO

That’s My Shoe!
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