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Tocla)r's Topics: Reading Readiness

Overview and Things to Know:

Todoy we talked about Recdmg Readiness. The best way fo set your child on a successful reoding Jrrcnjedory is by reodimg fo them.
Point at the words as you read fo them. Keep brmging them to |i|9rory programs. During Jroday's program we talked about

vocobu|or>/, prinjr motivation, prinjr awareness, letter \mow\edge, narrative skills and phono\ogico\ awareness.

Activities We Did:
. Soumding off to the Beat
« Down by the Bay

o Letter Recogniﬁon

Things to |ry at Home:

When reoding a book, idenjrify the front, back, title, author, and illustrator of a book. You can also exp|oin what both the author

and illustrator do. Have your child retell a erory with details. As you drive, poirﬁ out prinJr as you see it. Incorporo+e that into an 1

spy game. Create a quieﬂ specio\ p|oce n your home for your child to read, write and draw. Keep books and other reoding
materials where your child can eosi|y reach them. He\p your child see that reoding is impoﬁcrﬁ. Set a good exomp\e{or your child
by recding books, newspapers and magazines. Limit the amount and Jrype of felevision you and your child watch. Befter yejr/ turn off
the felevision and spend more time cuddhng and reoding books with your child. The time and attention you give your child has
many benefits beyond he|pmg him or her be reody for success in school. Engoge your child in reoding ina way that suits them.
You know your child best and you'H know the best times for your child to read. If Ehghsh is an additional |on9uoge, encourage

recding in a child’s first |onguoge, as well as in Eng|ish What matters most is that Jrhey enjoy it.

Songs to Listen to:

. Recognizing and p|0ying with the sounds in words: PoHywog ina o Cumulative songs for bui|din9 narrative skills:
Bog by Barenaked Ladies; App\es and Bananas by Raffi Woi+in9 for the Elevator by Laurie Berkner; Green
. Prodicing senfence structure: The Wheels on the Bus by Raffi; Grass Grows All Around by Pete Seeger

Old McDonald by Old Town School of Folk Music

If You Want to Dive Deeper:

Nonfiction and informational books (such as the picture books by Gail Gibbons and Sneed Collard) offer young children a treasure

chest of new and irﬁeresﬂng words about our world. If the book has a g|ossory, spend some time discussing the words with your child,
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When you take a walk Jrhrough your neighborhood, encourage your child to poirﬁ out Jrhings she sees and fo falk about them. React to her
observations, ask openfended quesjrions (who, what, why, where, when, how), and add your own observations fo encourage a |ive|y conversation.
During the walk you mighjr want fo erop and say, “Listen, what can you hear?” Or if you hear a familiar sound, erop and say, “Do you hear

that \mocking sound? What do you think that could be? Moybe it's a woodpecker — let's look up and see if we can spoJr the bird.”
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