ForT WORTH

CITY OF FORT WORTH
NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES DEPARTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING THE
2024-2029 NEIGHBORHOOD EMPOWERMENT ZONE BOUNDARIES

Public Hearing Date:
Monday, May 13, 2024 at 6:00 pm
City Council Conference Room 2020, Second Floor, City Hall
200 Texas Street
Fort Worth, TX 76102

The City of Fort Worth, Neighborhood Services Department will conduct a public hearing on the proposed
2024-2029 Neighborhood Empowerment Zone boundaries. This public hearing will be held to provide citizens
with the opportunity to learn about the program, ask questions and provide feedback. The hearing will be held
on May 13, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Conference Room 2020, Second Floor, City Hall, 200 Texas
Street, Fort Worth, TX 76102.

A Neighborhood Empowerment Zone area (NEZ) must be established for the public purpose of increasing public health,
safety, and welfare of the citizens of Fort Worth in accordance with Chapter 378 of the Texas Local Government Code
(“Statute”).

In order for a Neighborhood Empowerment Zone area to be designated by the City Council, the proposed Neighborhood
Empowerment Zone area must meet the following criteria:

1. In accordance with Chapter 378 of the Texas Local Government Code, the proposed Neighborhood Empowerment
Zone area must promote:
a. The creation of affordable housing in the zone;
b. An increase in economic development in the zone;
c. Anincrease in the quality of social services, education, or public safety provided to residents in the zone; or
d. The rehabilitation of affordable housing in the zone.

2. Creation of a NEZ area shall meet the following guidelines:

Be 100% Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) eligible;

Be bounded by clearly defined boundaries (streets, railroads, creeks or other logical boundaries);
May encompass an existing neighborhood or several neighborhoods;
Have a concentration of population at or below poverty level;

Have a low median household income and per capita income;

Contain a predominance of substandard homes/aged housing stock;
Have a higher than average vacancy rate;

Have a higher than average rate of crimes against persons or property;
Have low commercial permit values;

May contain areas targeted for revitalization.
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In order for a Neighborhood Empowerment Zone area to also be designated a Reinvestment Zone by the City Council, the
proposed Neighborhood Empowerment Reinvestment Zone area must meet the following criteria:

Sec. 312.202. Criteria for Reinvestment Zone.
(a) To be designated as a reinvestment zone under this subchapter, an area must:

(1) substantially arrest or impair the sound growth of the municipality creating the zone, retard the provision of
housing accommodations, or constitute an economic or social liability and be a menace to the public health,
safety, morals, or welfare in its present condition and use because of the presence of:

(A) a substantial number of substandard, slum, deteriorated, or deteriorating structures;
(B) the predominance of defective or inadequate sidewalks or streets;

(C) faulty size, adequacy, accessibility, or usefulness of lots;

(D) unsanitary or unsafe conditions;

(E) the deterioration of site or other improvements;

(F) tax or special assessment delinquency exceeding the fair value of the land;

(G) defective or unusual conditions of title;

(H) conditions that endanger life or property by fire or other cause; or

(I) any combination of these factors;

(2) be predominantly open and, because of obsolete platting, deterioration of structures or site improvements, or
other factors, substantially impair or arrest the sound growth of the municipality;

(3) be in a federally assisted new community located in a home-rule municipality or in an area immediately
adjacent to a federally assisted new community located in a home-rule municipality;

(4) be located entirely in an area that meets the requirements for federal assistance under Section 119 of the
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. Section 5318);

(5) encompass signs, billboards, or other outdoor advertising structures designated by the governing body of the
municipality for relocation, reconstruction, or removal for the purpose of enhancing the physical environment of
the municipality, which the legislature declares to be a public purpose; or

(6) be reasonably likely as a result of the designation to contribute to the retention or expansion of primary
employment or to attract major investment in the zone that would be a benefit to the property and that would
contribute to the economic development of the municipality.

(b) For purposes of this section, a federally assisted new community is a federally assisted area:

(1) that has received or will receive assistance in the form of loan guarantees under Title X of the National Housing

Act (12 U.S.C. Section 1749aa et seq.); and
(2) a portion of which has received grants under Section 107 of the Housing and Community Development Act of
1974 (42 U.S.C. Section 5307) made pursuant to the authority created by that section for grants in behalf of new
communities assisted under Title VIl of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970 or Title IV of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of 1968 or in behalf of new community projects assisted under Title X of the National
Housing Act (12 U.S.C. Section 1749aa et seq.). Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 191, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, Sec. 14.09(a), eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1106, Sec.
29, eff. Aug. 28, 1989.

To request additional information, or provide feedback on the 2024-2025 Action Plan please contact Neighborhood
Development Coordinator, Sarah Odle at (817) 392-7316, or via email at sarah.odle@fortworthtexas.gov.

Apoyo en espaiiol: para que le interpreten la solicitud en espaiiol, llame al (817) 392-7744.




