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LOCATION AND HISTORY  
Fort Worth, seat of Tarrant County, Texas, is located in Tarrant and Denton Counties in North Central Texas at 
97° 55' west longitude and 32° 36' north latitude. Situated on the Trinity River, Fort Worth is approximately 75 
miles south of the Oklahoma state line and 270 miles northwest of the Gulf of Mexico. The city is a cultural 
gateway into the American West and covers nearly 300 square miles.

Fort Worth was established as a frontier army post in 1849 by Major Ripley Arnold and named after General 
William Jenkins Worth, who distinguished himself in the War with Mexico. The outpost became a stopping place 
on the famous Old Chisholm Trail and a shipping point for the great herds of Longhorn cattle being driven to 
northern markets. Progressive city leadership brought the first of nine railroads to Fort Worth in 1876 and with 
the subsequent West Texas oil boom, guided the city into a metropolitan county of more than 1.8 million 
people. Fort Worth’s economy has always been associated with cattle, oil, finance and manufacturing. Since 
World War II, Fort Worth has also become an aerospace, education, high-tech, transportation and industry 
service center.
For the third time in nearly half a century, Fort Worth was named one of the National Civic League’s All-
American Cities in 2011. Fort Worth also won the award in 1964 and 1993.

GOVERNMENT
Fort Worth operates under the Council-Manager form of municipal government. A mayor chosen at-large by 
popular vote and an eight-member, single-district council are elected to two-year terms. In turn, the Mayor and 
City Council appoint the city manager who is the chief administrative and executive officer. The City Council is also 
responsible for the appointment of the city attorney, municipal judges, city secretary, and the city auditor.

AREA AND POPULATION
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the 2010 Census count for Fort Worth is 744,852 and the 2018 Census 
estimated the population to be 895,008. From 2010 to 2018, Fort Worth’s total population increased by 150,156 
persons. This represents an average annual growth rate of 20.2% per year. Due to this substantial growth, Fort 
Worth is now ranked as the 13th largest city in the country, up from 15th largest. The chart below shows Fort 
Worth’s population growth over the last decade.
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Population Growth

According to the 2017 American Community Survey and U.S. Census Bureau estimates, Fort Worth’s population by 
age, gender and race/ethnicity is distributed as follows (as of June 2017):
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TRANSPORTATION
The Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport (the "Airport" or “DFW”) is the third busiest airport in the world in 
terms of logistical operations and ranks 9th in the world based on passengers. The Airport is the principal air carrier 
facility serving the Dallas/Fort Worth metropolitan area. First opened on January 13, 1974, the Airport is located 
halfway between the cities of Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas. DFW International flies over 664,000 global flights in 
one year and serves more than 69 million passengers as of the end of 2018. DFW provides service to 168 
active/announced domestic and 57 active/announced international destinations. Recently, DFW received a high 
honor has the 2019 airport of the year. 

In addition, the city owns three general aviation airports, each with all-weather capability. Meacham International 
Airport is centrally located 5 miles from downtown Fort Worth and is equipped with parallel runways, the longest 
of which is a 7,500 ft. runway. Fort Worth Spinks Airport, a general aviation airport located along I-35 in the south 
portion of the city is equipped with a 6,000 ft. runway. Alliance Airport is located on I-35 to the north, serves the 
needs of industrial, business and general aviation users, and is equipped with a 9,600 ft. runway and an 11,000 ft. 
runway. Alliance Airport is home to the annual Bell Helicopter Fort Worth Alliance Air Show. These three airports 
combined handled 345,944 operations for fiscal year 2018.

Three interstate highways (Interstate 20, Interstate 30 and Interstate 35), combined with five federal and four 
state highways provide all-weather routes within the Fort Worth area and the rest of the nation. Interstate 820, 
which encircles the city, allows quick access to all parts of the Fort Worth area. The Texas Highway Commission has 
completed a master highway construction plan for Tarrant County to provide for transportation needs through the 
foreseeable future. The relocation project was completed in 2001 and will promote redevelopment of Lancaster 
Avenue, the south end of the Central Business District and the Hospital District southwest of downtown.

Fort Worth is served by six major railroad systems, one of which, BNSF (Burlington Northern/Santa Fe Railroad), 
has its corporate headquarters in Fort Worth. Rail passenger service is provided through Fort Worth, including 
AMTRAK service on the Texas Eagle to Chicago, St. Louis, Little Rock, Dallas, San Antonio and Los Angeles and on 
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the Heartland Flyer to Oklahoma City. Fort Worth’s position as a major southwest distribution center is supported 
by the presence of 75 regular route motor carriers with over 750 schedules. Local transit service is provided by the 
Trinity Metro, operated by the formerly known as Fort Worth Transportation Authority. Greyhound Lines, Inc. 
furnishes Fort Worth with transcontinental bus passenger service.

EDUCATION
The Fort Worth Independent School District serves a major portion of Fort Worth. The 146 schools in the District 
operate on the 5-3-4 plan in which the elementary schools (80) teach grades 1-5; middle schools and sixth-grade 
centers (29), grades 6-8; and senior high schools (18), grades 9-12. The District also has 17 special campuses. The 
Fort Worth School District employs over 5,800 classroom teachers (full-time equivalents) to instruct over 86,000 
students. Special education programs are provided for the blind, handicapped, mentally disabled, brain-injured, 
emotionally disturbed, and those who require speech and hearing therapy in seven special schools. Vocational 
training is provided at the secondary level for the educable mentally disabled. Bilingual programs are also offered 
at the primary and secondary level. While Fort Worth is served primarily by Fort Worth Independent School 
District, it is also serviced by eight other districts. Aledo ISD serves the new Walsh development in west Fort Worth, 
and the Mary D. and F. Howard Walsh Elementary school opened in August 2017.

Tarrant County has 42 college and university campuses with an enrollment of more than 100,000 students in both 
undergraduate and graduate programs. Included in these colleges and universities are: Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; Tarleton State University-Fort Worth Campus; Tarrant County College- Trinity River, South, 
Northeast, Southeast, and Northwest Campuses; Texas Christian University; Texas Wesleyan University; Texas 
A&M University School of Law; the University of Texas at Arlington; and the University of North Texas Health 
Science Center. The TCU and UNTHSC School of Medicine is opened in July 2019 and will have classes on both 
university campuses.

HEALTH SERVICES
With award-winning medical care and community-wide wellness programs, Fort Worth offers the full spectrum of 
health options and medical care. Fort Worth’s Medical District houses the region’s single largest concentration of 
medical jobs. Each of the award-winning six major hospitals in Fort Worth functions as a lead institution for a 
network of health care facilities, providing the full range from acute care to neighborhood clinics and affiliated 
physicians. Fort Worth hospitals have received awards and recognition for their specialties, from the Level 1 
Trauma Center and Comprehensive Level 1 Stroke Center at John Peter Smith Hospital; to the award winning 
general services offered by Texas Health Harris Methodist Hospital, ranked number 5 in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
region overall by US News and World Report 2017-2018 Hospital Rankings; to the specialized care offered by Cook 
Children’s, with top rankings for children’s cancer treatment, cardiology, neurology, and orthopedics. 

Throughout Tarrant County there are approximately 44 conveniently located hospitals with nearly 5,837 beds, 
including one children’s hospital licensed for 457 beds and four public hospitals.

MILITARY
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Fort Worth is the home of the Naval Air Station (NAS) Fort Worth, Joint Reserve Base, a navy reserve base since 
October 1994. Fort Worth has a proud history of supporting military facilities, missions, and families back to the 
establishment of the early fort that gave the city its name and Camp Bowie during World War I. Today, NASFW JRB 
operates approximately 40 separate commands with over 10,000 active duty military, Guardsmen, Reservists, and 
civilian employees. The Texas Comptroller estimates that the NAS contributes $6.6 Billion to the Texas economy 
through over 47,000 direct and indirect jobs. Service, retail, and construction businesses around the base continue 
to grow to serve the region.  Within the base, the PX Mart continues to operate the Base Exchange store and the 
grocery store for the benefit of active duty military and retired military in the Metroplex. 

The Naval Air Station Fort Worth, Joint Reserve Base has the capacity for additional units. In the near future, 
multiple additional missions are expected to move to the base from other stations which will increase its economic 
influence. Housing units will be needed for the growth in direct and indirect employment. Multiple infrastructure 
projects including recently improved access onto the base and the planned redevelopment of major roads further 
the investment in the area. As a major cultural, social, and economic core in the region, the City of Fort Worth and 
surrounding cities continue to fully support the health of the base and the strength of its missions.

THE ECONOMY
Fort Worth is consistently ranked among the top places in the nation to live, work, and play. With a growing 
workforce, top educational facilities, low cost of doing business, high quality of life, and prime location and climate, 
the city is an attractive choice for companies looking to expand their operations. 

Major employers in Fort Worth include AMR/American Airlines, Lockheed Martin, JPS Health Network, Cook 
Children’s Healthcare System, Tarrant County, NAS Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base, Fort Worth Independent School 
District, Texas Health Harris Methodist Fort Worth Hospital, Alcon Laboratories, City of Fort Worth, Bell Helicopter, 
and Genco ATC. Manufacturing and distribution remains an important part of the Fort Worth economy. The list of 
companies in distribution and manufacturing operations include Acme Brick, Alcon Labs, Allied Electronics, ATC 
Logistics & Electronics, Haggar Clothing, Federal Express, J.C. Penney’s, Mother Parker’s Tea and Coffee, Coca-Cola 
Enterprises, Ben E. Keith Co., Miller Coors LLC, Williamson-Dickie, Pratt Industries USA, Inc., NGC Renewables, LLC, 
Carolina Beverage Group, LLC, GE Manufacturing Solutions, and The Dannon Company. 

A released economic impact study by The Perryman Group credits oil and natural gas exploration for adding $11.8 
billion in gross product per year and more than 107,650 permanent jobs to the North Texas region. Oil and gas 
production, driven by the Barnett Shale, has provided a number of economic benefits from exploration, drilling and 
related activity. Covering approximately 5,000 square miles and 25 counties the annual tax impact is about $480.6 
million to municipalities, counties and other governmental entities, as well as $644.7 million to the state of Texas. 
The Barnett Shale has yielded over 15 trillion cubic feet of natural gas with about 18,000 wells in the shale since 
2001. That’s 66 percent more than the 9 trillion cubic feet in 2011 and despite only 19 rigs operating in the Barnett 
as of September 1, 2014. The study credited almost 40 percent of the region’s incremental growth since 2001 as a 
direct result of Barnett Shale activity.  Despite tepid pricing for natural gas and the recent decision by XTO to 
consolidate their Fort Worth offices in new facilities in The Woodlands, the energy industry remains a strong and 
important segment of the local and regional economy. 
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The city’s industry clusters remain diverse with trade, transportation, and utilities making up the largest 
percentage of the Fort Worth-Arlington Metropolitan Division (MD) industry composition at 24%. Since 2010, 
trade, transportation, and utilities companies have grown considerably adding over 41,500 jobs to the area. 
Education and health services, manufacturing, retail trade, professional and business services, and leisure and 
hospitality are also large sectors, comprising 13.0%, 9.2%, 11.4%, 11.0%, and 11.4% of the Fort Worth’s workforce, 
respectively. Emerging economic sectors include aerospace manufacturing and design, life sciences delivery and 
innovation, geotechnical engineering, and transportation innovation.

LABOR FORCE
The Fort Worth-Arlington MD boasts a strong labor force of 1.2 million that continues to grow. The Fort Worth-
Arlington MD has experienced positive annual employment growth since the summer of 2010. The unemployment 
rate of 3.8% is still less than the 4.5% state unemployment rate and the 4.5% national unemployment rate through 
August 2018.

The chart below shows annual labor force data for the City of Fort Worth, the Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan 
Statistical Area and Tarrant County, with 2018 representing statistics from August 2018.

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Labor Force 323,314 332,419 357,927 369,718 377,123 384,170 390,430 393,352 404,789 414,163 427,892
Unemployed 16,210 25,879 28,441 27,628 24,301 22,982 19,258 16,303 16,984 15,865 15,562
Unemployed Rate 5.0% 7.8% 7.9% 7.5% 6.4% 6.0% 4.9% 4.1% 4.2% 3.8% 3.6%

Labor Force 3,146,487 3,187,001 3,300,761 3,374,414 3,420,186 3,474,226 3,535,331 3,579,454 3,694,960 3,795,291 3,900,458
Unemployed 153,563 248,383 266,593 255,271 225,014 212,012 177,598 145,292 143,064 138,248 136,486
Unemployed Rate 4.9% 7.8% 8.1% 7.6% 6.6% 6.1% 5.0% 4.1% 3.9% 3.6% 3.5%

Labor Force 880,826 896,305 924,951 950,514 966,259 981,537 991,015 990,682 1,009,291 1,033,317 1,062,733
Unemployed 42,048 68,936 75,375 71,788 62,944 59,367 49,829 41,169 40,130 37,978 37,114
Unemployed Rate 4.8% 7.7% 8.1% 7.6% 6.5% 6.5% 5.0% 4.2% 4.0% 3.7% 3.5%

Dallas -  Fort Worth - Arlington MSA

Tarrant County

City of Fort Worth

Source: Texas Workforce Commission, Labor Market Information

TOURISM
Tourism is an important contributor to the local economy. It is reported that more than 9.1 million people visit 
each year for business and leisure, generating a $2.3 billion annual economic impact, according to Visit Fort Worth 
(AKA the FWCVB).  This activity supports nearly 23,000 jobs in the local hospitality industry. Tax revenue generated 
by visitor spending contributes to city projects, saving the average household approximately $598 in taxes per 
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year. The city has seen significant growth in the number of visitors from within the region and from other nations 
through DFW International Airport. In addition to conventions and major equestrian shows, visitors are drawn here 
by authentic experiences, western heritage, performing and visual arts, dynamic food scene and quality of life. The 
city’s neighborhoods and districts drawing high interest include downtown and Sundance Square, the Cultural 
District, Near Southside, Panther Island and the Stock Yards National Historic District. The Stock Yards features the 
Fort Worth Herd, the world’s only twice-daily cattle drive owned and operated by Visit Fort Worth.  In response to 
growing demand for conventions and leisure visits, a 2014 study indicated Fort Worth needs to add more than 
1,400 hotel rooms in downtown to remain competitive in the market.  

Downtown Fort Worth, Inc. (DFWI) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the promotion and redevelopment of 
downtown Fort Worth. Coordinated efforts by DFWI have resulted in new entertainment, housing, and retail 
facilities throughout downtown Fort Worth. The city joined this partnership in 1995 with the creation of the 
Downtown Tax Increment Financing District in order to provide public infrastructure to support the private 
investment within this development. 

The Alliance Texas development in north Fort Worth has continued its growth and added thousands of jobs since 
the recession. Employment at the 18,000-acre development, which includes the huge logistics park, subdivisions, 
shopping centers, and the Circle T Ranch, topped 37,000 in 2014. The Fort Worth Convention Center is located in 
the heart of Downtown Fort Worth and is surrounded by hotels, restaurants, shopping and nightlife. According to 
Visit Fort Worth in FY 2018 the Fort Worth Convention Center hosted 47 International, National and State 
Conventions that produced 114,522 room nights for various hotels and generated $142,128,638 in economic 
impact for the city. The total number of events held in the building was 125 with attendance of 767,356. The Will 
Rogers Memorial Center, located two miles west of downtown in the Cultural District, draws 2.4 million visitors per 
year from all 50 U.S. states, Canada, Mexico and many other countries and plays host to some of the top 
international equestrian competitions.  This 135-acre event facility was recently named the 2018 Facility of the 
Year by the League of Agricultural & Equine Centers and one of the 8 Best Equestrian Facilities in America by the 
Sports Planning Guide and continues to expand with construction of the new Dickies Arena, due to open in late 
2019.

CITY DEVELOPMENTS
The Alliance Texas development in far north Fort Worth continued its growth by adding more than 2,400 jobs over 
the past 12 months, one of its largest increases since the recession. Employment at the 18,000-acres development, 
which includes the Alliance Global Logistics Hub, almost 8,000 homes with 6,000 lots under development, and 
hundreds of retailers.

Walsh is a 7,267-acre development that will eventually feature as many as 15,000 homes. The first phase opened 
in April 2017 with an anticipated 587 homes across 1,700 acres. Walsh Elementary, a two-story, 100,000 square 
foot campus on 14 acres, opened in fall 2017. The development is anticipated to have a build-out cost of $1.6 
Billion over 12 to 15 years. 
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Likewise, Rock Creek Ranch continued with development on their 1,755 acres in southwest Fort Worth off the 
Chisholm Trail Parkway. The development will include commercial, mixed use and residential, as well as a new 80-
acre campus for Tarleton State University. The campus is anticipated to open in January 2019 and is expected to 
have 2,500 students.

Dickies Arena, which is scheduled to open November 2019, is under construction on the Will Rogers Memorial 
Center campus. The arena will attract a wide variety of high-quality entertainment options to the Fort Worth area 
including concerts, sporting events and family shows, as well as host the month-long Fort Worth Stock Show and 
Rodeo. In addition to exciting entertainment and sporting events, Dickies Arena will have the capacity to 
accommodate conventions, exhibit events, business meetings and private receptions with flexible meeting and 
event spaces ranging in size from 685 square feet to 91,315 square feet. 

Encore Multifamily, LLC, a subsidiary of the Dallas-based Encore Enterprises, Inc., is officially under contract to 
break ground on the first private development on Panther Island. The thoughtfully designed 233,198 square-foot 
multi-family community will feature creative solutions to connect the streetscape to the Riverwalk environment 
planned for the district. Residents will be able to enjoy exceptional amenities including waterfront balconies, an 
infinity pool with cascading waterfalls, a state-of-the-art fitness facility and a top floor lounge that will feature the 
most dynamic views of downtown. Located at the intersection of 4th Street and North Main Street, residents at 
the 300-unit community will be walking distance to Panther Island Brewing, Coyote Drive-In and Panther Island 
Pavilion.

Fort Worth Heritage Development, LLC will construct a mixed-use redevelopment and new development project 
located in the historic Fort Worth Stockyards. The project will comprise approximately one million square feet of 
space consisting of a hotel, retail, restaurants, office and residential apartment units among other uses.  The 
development will be constructed in three phases completing by December 2025. 

Clearfork is a 270 acre, multi-phase development project that ultimately will incorporate 2 million square feet of 
office space, 1.2 million square feet of retail, dining and entertainment, and 2,500 multifamily residential units at 
completion. The first phase of development is complete with construction ongoing for subsequent phases. 

The City of Fort Worth’s Local Development Corp. (LDC) completed a five-story, mixed-use Pinnacle Bank Place 
downtown. The ground floor consists of bank offices and retail. The four floors above have 130 apartments. In 
addition, the project includes a parking garage on the back of the project. The building, located on West Lancaster 
Avenue between Jennings and Throckmorton streets, opened in early 2017 and has already brought significant 
activity to the area with the addition of the property’s residents. The LDC recently sold the property to Beachwold 
Properties, L.P.

Facebook opened a large $1 billion plus data center in Fort Worth. The data center is located in the Alliance 
Corridor, in north Fort Worth. The new data center is located at the corner of Park Vista Blvd. and State Highway 
170 and ultimately consist of five 250,000-square-foot buildings on a 110-acre site. Construction on the first phase 
was recently completed and the development of future phases has been accelerated. 
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Smith & Nephew Inc. has leased a 55,000-square-foot building at Chisholm Trail Parkway and Clearfork Main 
Street. The firm has made Fort Worth the U.S. headquarters of its Advanced Wound Management division. The 
London-based maker of wound care and surgical products agreed to add 80 positions to its local staff by Dec. 31, 
2021, pushing total staffing to 250, with an $85,000 average salary for all full-time employees.

Tanger Outlets constructed a 350,000 square foot shopping center in north Fort Worth across from Texas Motor 
Speedway. Tanger planned to invest $70 million to build the shopping center. Tanger Outlets anticipate 350 full 
time employees by December 31, 2019. 

Detroit-based Title Source, the largest independent provider of title insurance, property valuations and settlement 
services in the nation, will move its Denton office to a new location in Fort Worth. The new, 10,000-square-foot 
office is located at Hillwood Commons 1, 9800 Hillwood Parkway in north Fort Worth. 

Construction was recently completed on Frost Tower at 640 Taylor Street downtown. The $115 million, 25-story 
office tower has ground-floor retail space and 15 floors of parking, including 4 underground. It has an additional 14 
floors of office, residential and restaurant space. Frost Tower is the new headquarters for Fort Worth-based oil and 
gas company Jetta Operating and a regional financial center for Frost Bank, with remaining space leased to other 
tenants.

Downtown Fort Worth’s historic Sinclair Building is being transformed into an upscale 165-room Marriott 
Autograph Collection hotel, and the empty and former Hilton Annex will be made over into corporate apartments. 
Also under redevelopment by the same development group, the adjacent Sanger Bros. Building recently completed 
a full refurbishment and updating of existing office space and is readying the first two floors of the building to 
house CVS Pharmacy. Additional improvements to the building include façade and streetscape improvements, 
ground-floor retail, one floor of meeting and banquet space that connects to the hotel by sky bridge, a spa, and 
potentially office remodeling, conversion of some empty space to house data centers, and conversion of more 
space for hotel services. 

Catalyst Urban Development plans to construct a 240-unit apartment project near Lancaster Avenue and Cherry 
St., to be known as the Burnett Lofts. The project, anticipated to involve at least $34 million in investment will also 
feature 6,000 SF of retail. 

Niles City Resorts recently announced plans to invest $21 million for the construction of a minimum 140-room 4-
star hotel in the Fort Worth Stockyards. Located on the historic site of the former Armour packing plant, the 
project will be known as the Armour Hotel.

The City of Fort Worth implemented an economic development strategic plan that is designed to guide city 
economic development priorities for the coming five years and beyond. The plan delivered key insights into the 
competitiveness of Fort Worth compared to other regions across the United States and abroad and provided 
focused recommendations on industry targets and tactical measures aimed at increasing the economic vitality and 
industrial strength of Fort Worth and the surrounding region.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Water, sewer and solid waste services are furnished by the City of Fort Worth and natural gas service is provided 
by Atmos Energy. Electricity, telephone and other service utilities are provided by various providers.

The Fort Worth Public Library system consists of a Central Library, 12 branch libraries, one job education center 
and two satellite libraries that are located in public housing developments. Additionally, the city has inter-local 
agreements with six of the surrounding suburban communities to share library resources and services. The Central 
Library, open 52 hours and seven days a week, is the flagship of the system. Branches operate 40 hours each week, 
including Saturdays. 

The construction process has been delayed on the Golden Triangle Library which pushes back the completion date 
to the year 2020. Additionally, the Eastside Library has been renamed to Reby Cary Youth Library which is 
scheduled for completion in the July of 2020.  Both libraries are funded by the 2014 bond program.

More than 400 churches with 45 denominations and synagogues in Fort Worth contribute vitally to the lives of city 
residents. The city is also world-famous for its many museums. The Fort Worth Convention Center offers exhibit 
and meeting space of over 185,000 square feet, including a 14,000 seat arena.  Will Rogers Memorial Center is 
located in the heart of Fort Worth’s Cultural District and includes Will Rogers Coliseum Auditorium, the new Multi-
Purpose Equestrian Center and Amon G. Carter Jr. Exhibits Building.

The Nancy Lee and Perry R. Bass Performance Hall, now recognized as one of the best performance halls in the 
world, is a state-of-the-art $70 million performing arts hall funded entirely from private donations.

CITY OF FORT WORTH BUILDING PERMITS

Fiscal Year 
Ended 9/30

New 
Residential

New 
Commercial

Additions Remodels TOTAL 
PERMITS

FY2008 5351 1076 1030 4351 11808
FY2009 3756 597 981 4346 9680
FY2010 3891 669 819 4595 9974
FY2011 3433 721 949 4707 9810
FY2012 3861 779 788 4575 10003
FY2013 4540 835 676 4525 10576
FY2014 4828 1031 646 4330 10835
FY2015 5260 857 603 4602 11322
FY2016 4899 1061 586 5779 12325
FY2017 6138 1058 576 5671 13443
FY2018 6977 857 732 5374 13940

Number of Issued Building Permits by Type

Source: Planning and Development Department, City of Fort Worth, FY2019.
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Fiscal Year 
Ended 9/30

New Residential New 
Commercial

Additions Remodels TOTAL 
PERMITS

FY2008 654,418,116 1,115,953,916 82,493,604 333,482,697 2,186,348,333
FY2009 415,957,553 530,521,519 177,397,373 363,419,136 1,487,295,581
FY2010 449,663,304 740,594,972 95,498,713 392,421,899 1,678,178,888
FY2011 395,395,022 573,784,677 144,681,007 238,577,958 1,352,438,664
FY2012 432,754,592 629,082,573 65,067,950 328,012,060 1,454,917,175
FY2013 557,615,578 1,218,617,199 57,346,267 406,518,978 2,240,098,022
FY2014 584,324,940 1,137,494,082 68,260,165 353,410,831 2,143,490,018
FY2015 754,786,787 875,805,327 119,305,417 437,114,798 2,187,012,329
FY2016 599,046,500 1,474,404,342 133,927,426 546,584,389 2,753,962,657
FY2017 852,242,817 2,368,350,621 242,545,372 472,288,247 3,935,427,057
FY2018 954,984,162 1,888,212,491 104,547,129 562,950,978 3,510,694,760

Dollar Value of Building Permits Issued

Source: Planning and Development Department, City of Fort Worth, FY2019.

HOUSING TENURE
According to Housing Occupancy data from the American Community Survey, the number of total housing units in 
Fort Worth is estimated at 329,799 of which 90.8 percent are occupied and the remaining 9.2 percent vacant. In 
terms of housing tenure, the survey estimated that out of the 299,593 occupied housing units, 56.7 percent were 
owner-occupied and 43.3 percent were renter-occupied.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates.

CITY OF FORT WORTH EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION AND ANNEXATION POLICY
Under the provisions of State law, incorporated cities in Texas have the power to exercise certain controls in 
unincorporated areas adjacent to their city limits. For a city the size of Fort Worth, these adjacent areas extend a 
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distance of five (5) miles from its city limits. This adjacent unincorporated area within five miles is known as the 
extraterritorial jurisdictional area (“ETJ”). The ETJ encompasses approximately 313 square miles. 

PERSONAL INCOME AND BUYING POWER

Median Household Mean Household
Fort Worth $60,205 $77,953
Tarrant County $65,052 $87,203

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates

HOUSEHOLD INCOME
Fort Worth 2017 
(2016)

Tarrant County
2017 (2016)

$34,999 or less 27.7% (30.8%) 24.6% (26.8%)
$35,000 - $49,999 13.4% (13.0%) 13.1% (12.7%)
$50,000 - $74,999
$75,000 or more

18.6% (19.5%)
40.3% (36.7%)

18.7% (20.0%)
43.6% (40.5%)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey, 1-Year Estimates

THE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT SYSTEM
Fort Worth has a long-standing commitment to aviation. From the landing of the first airplane in Fort Worth in 
1915 to today, Fort Worth has understood and served the needs of the aviation industry. The city is home to 
Lockheed, American Airlines, Bell Helicopter-Textron, Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth and 
hundreds of other aviation related businesses. Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport, owned jointly by the two 
cities and operated by the Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport Board, stands as a symbol of excellence to which 
the city is committed. 

An integral part of this dedication is exhibited by the City of Fort Worth's Aviation Department which consists of 
three municipal airports. These airports and their individual characteristics are as follows:

Fort Worth Meacham International Airport
In operation since 1925
-- 7,500 ft. runway, with Category I Instrument Landing System ("CAT I ILS"), 4,000 ft. parallel runway
-- 24-hour FAA flight control tower
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-- 24-hour aviation fuel services
-- Major/minor maintenance
-- Hangar rental space for large and small aircraft
-- Located in North Fort Worth
-- Award winning Fixed Based Operators
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Fort Worth Spinks Airport
Opened in summer of 1988
-- 6,000 ft. runway, 4,000 ft. runway, with ILS
-- FAA flight control tower
-- Fixed Based Operator
-- Serving general and corporate aviation
-- Aircraft maintenance and paint services
-- Flight training
-- Site for hangars available
-- Located at Interstate 35 South Industrial Corridor

Alliance Airport
Opened in winter of 1989
-- 11,000 ft. runway, with Category II/III Instrument Landing System (CAT II/III ILS), and one 11,000 ft. runway with 
a RNAV/GPS approach
-- FAA flight control tower 
-- Fixed Based Operator
-- 24-hour aviation fuel services
-- Serving general and industrial/manufacturing cargo aviation
-- Nine square miles of airport property available for development
-- Near developing high-tech industrial center
-- Located in Interstate 35 North Corridor, with rail access

EMPLOYEE RELATIONS
Under the laws of the State of Texas, municipal employees cannot strike, be forced to join a union, pay dues for 
union membership, or collectively bargain for wages, hours or working conditions; however, they may form 
associations for the presentation of grievances. State law, however, provides for local referenda on collective 
bargaining for police and firefighters. Pursuant to prior elections, police officers have the right to meet and confer 
and firefighters have the right to collectively bargain with the city, each group through their own recognized 
associations under the State’s laws. Overall, employee relations are considered by the city to be good.
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