ORDINANCE NO. 23225-06-2018

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF FORT WORTH, BEING ORDINANCE NO. 17154, CODIFIED AS
CHAPTER 31 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF FORT WORTH, BY AMENDING
ARTICLE VI, “SUBDIVISION DESIGN STANDARDS”; AMENDING SECTION
31-101, TO ADD SUBSECTION (G) COLLECTOR NETWORK PLANNING;
AMENDING SECTION 31-102, “STREETS AND BLOCK ARRANGEMENT,” TO
AMEND PROYVISIONS FOR INTERCONNECTIVITY OF NEIGHBORHOODS;
AND SECTION 31-106, “STREET DESIGN STANDARDS,” TO ADD
REFERENCE TO “CITY OF FORT WORTH ACCESS MANAGEMENT
POLICY” AND REVISE TABLE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE
SHALL BE CUMULATIVE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE;
PROVIDING A PENALTY CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE;
PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, on September 12, 2006, the City Council of Fort Worth adopted
Ordinance Number 17154 which combined the Subdivision Regulations of Chapter 31 of
the City Code and the Plan Commission Rules and Regulations into one revised subdivision
ordinance adopted by the City Council as Appendix C, “Subdivision Ordinance” to the
City Code; and

WHEREAS, on October 30, 2007, the City Council adopted Ordinance Number
17851 which repealed the contents of Chapter 31 “Subdivision Regulations,” replaced with
the contents of Appendix C, “Subdivision Ordinance” and repealed Appendix C; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Fort Worth has adopted five strategic
goals; and

WHEREAS, amongst the City Council’s adopted strategic goals is a desire to
improve mobility and air quality and to promote orderly and sustainable development; and

WHEREAS, in support of orderly and sustainable development, access
management of rights-of-way also has an overall positive economic impact on businesses
in access-controlled corridors; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments provide for and manage access to land
development, while preserving the regional flow of traffic in terms of safety, capacity, and
speed; and
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WHEREAS, said changes to the Subdivision Ordinance will apply to new
applications; and

WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission has reviewed the above proposed
amendments and recommends amending the Subdivision Ordinance as proposed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF FORT WORTH, TEXAS

SECTION 1.
Article V, “Subdivision General Standards”; Section 31-81, “Generally” of Chapter
31, “the Subdivision Ordinance” of the City of Fort Worth, is amended to revise Subsection
(b)(5), “Incorporation of adopted design standards and policy manuals to add “e. Access
Management Policy” to read as follows:
SEC. 31-81 GENERALLY.

(b) These subdivision regulations shall be administered in accordance with the
following:

(8) Incorporation of adopted design standards and policy manuals.

e. Access Management Policy. The city’s Access Management Policy is
incorporated by reference as if fully set forth in these regulations.

SECTION 2.

Article VI, “Subdivision Design Standards™; Section 31-101, “Access” of Chapter
31, “the Subdivision Ordinance” of the City of Fort Worth, is amended to add subsection

(g) to add collector network planning and figures, to read as follows:
Sec. 31-101 ACCESS.
(g) Collector network planning. All new preliminary plats shall show a collector

network consistent with these requirements. Final minor plats contained within or adjacent
to the planned or existing collector network shall connect with the collector network.

. Collector design is a careful balance between providing direct connectivity and
attracting no more traffic than is appropriate. The primary means of achieving this balance
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Figure 4
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* Collectors without fronting homes are preferred.

(1) Collectors shall only terminate at an intersection with a thoroughfare or another
collector except when the collector is a stub, that when ultimately finished will make this
connection.

(2) Collector streets shall connect to thoroughfares at full median opening locations in
accordance with the requirements of the Access Management Manual where feasible. The
connection shall also be made at a location suitable for a future traffic signal installation.

(3) Collectors shall align across thoroughfares rather than forming offset intersections (to
promote safe, efficient traffic flow on the thoroughfare). The City Plan Commission may
grant a waiver if analysis determines that applying this approach will encourage cut-
through traffic and/or undesirably long trips on a specific collector. Figure 4 indicates the
typical trip lengths. '

(4) At jurisdictional boundaries, collector planning and design must coordinate with
the adjacent jurisdiction to maximize the ability to meet Fort Worth’s policies and needs
while supporting the adjacent jurisdiction’s policies and needs.

(5) Design features shall encourage speeds of 25 mph or less and provide visual cues to
drivers that the street is not intended for long-distance trips.

(6) If a subdivision network layout alone is insufficient to achieve the characteristics
above, especially on collectors fronted by homes, special design approaches shall be
incorporated. Traffic engineering studies can predict or estimate the effects of many of
the design approaches described below, especially the effects on traffic volumes. If these
measures are not sufficient to achieve the desired characteristics, then larger building
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setbacks and/or landscaping along the street shall be considered to buffer residences
fronting on higher-volume collector streets. Design features to discourage speeding and
long-distance trips:

o Curvilinear street design: Curvilinear design reduces speeds, gives the road a
meandering feel, and supplies a visual cue (if curvature is visible from intersections) that
speeds are lower and unsuitable for cut-through traffic.

o Neighborhood entry features: For residential collectors that have fronting homes
and that cross thoroughfares, neighborhood entry features — including treed entry medians
and entry signage — send visual cues that the street is intended for neither through traffic
nor desirable for that purpose.

. Traffic calming measures: These measures are most appropriate on residential
collectors with fronting homes. They can include such items as on-street parking,
roundabouts, mini-roundabouts, chicanes, and raised crosswalks.

. Discontinuities: The design approaches listed above are generally sufficient to
discourage cut-through traffic and promote desirable collector function. For cases in which
these measures are deemed through analysis to be inadequate, discontinuities (Figure 5)
may be considered. Discontinuities generally make thoroughfare access unnecessarily
difficult for local travelers. Therefore, the discontinuity treatments described below shall
only be considered if the above design approaches are shown, via traffic engineering
analysis, to be unable to provide volume and trip-length limits appropriate to their context
as described in figure 4.

o L-shaped collectors: This approach discourages cut-through traffic with a collector
that connects intersecting thoroughfares rather than parallel thoroughfares.
o Offset thoroughfare crossing: This approach puts a jog in the collector where it

intersects the thoroughfare. This approach decreases pedestrian access and comfort
and increases the number of intersections on the thoroughfare.

o Internal offset: This approach puts a jog in between the thoroughfares connected by
the collector.

o Internal gap: This approach creates deliberately circuitous navigation through the
neighborhood.
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Figure 5: Discontinuities

\ Internal
~ap
Y

L-Shaped
Collectors 4
\(

\ \
I \
|
[
L /' ' w3
/ \
e /
=~
- Mfset \
horoughfare N -
Crossing - -
Internal , -
Offset i /
R,
€ i v

(7) Collector streets shall be spaced according to figure 6, subject to consistency with the
Access Management Policy, unless natural or man-made features pose constraints. When
planning and designing a collector layout:

o Avoid steep slopes and otherwise unsuitable topography

o Minimize impact to the built environment

o Minimize wetland and floodplain impacts (i.e., identify 90-degree stream crossings
at the narrowest point possible), critical watershed areas, and stream crossings

. Avoid railroad crossings and bisecting parks

. Minimize impacts to utilities (e.g., gas wells)

(8) The City Plan Commission may grant waivers to these requirements only upon finding
that the development is constrained by topographic features, existing development, or other
impassible features. The City Traffic Engineer or designee may administratively modify
the spacing requirements within 10% or 100 feet (whichever is less) where it is impractical
to meet the standards.
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b. Average daily traffic volumes. Average traffic volumes on collector streets should
not exceed 5,000 vehicles per day in residential areas, and 810,000 vehicles per day in
commercial or industrial areas.
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SECTION 6.

Article VI, “Subdivision Design Standards”; Section 31-106, “Street Design
Standards” of Chapter 31, “the Subdivision Ordinance” of the City of Fort Worth, is
amended to amend subsection (¢) “General Street Design Standards™ to revise item “(17)
Horizontal residential street alignment standards” to renumber the figure and all remaining
figures in subsection (c), revise “(18) Limited local residential and urban local residential
and collector street intersection spacing intervals with higher order streets™ to delete certain
language and replace with reference to the “City of Fort Worth Access Management
Policy” and deleting Figure 9 and revise item (19) “Median spacing and location” to delete
certain language and add reference to “City of Fort Worth Access Management Policy”, to
read as follows:

Sec. 31-106 STREET DESIGN STANDARDS
(c) General street design standards.

(17) Horizontal residential street alignment standards.

a. Ninety-degree directional alignment change. A 90-degree (+/- five degrees) bend
or elbow in a horizontal alignment change of an urban local residential street shall have an
interior acute angle right-of-way radius of not less than 25 feet.

b. Sixty to 89-degree directional alignment change. A continuous street with a
horizontal alignment bend having an acute angle between 60 and 89 degrees, measured at
the centerline intersection of the bend, shall have a centerline radius of not less than 50
feet. For reasons of safe traffic flow and safe site distances, horizontal alignment changes
less than 60 degrees are prohibited.

Directional Alignment Change
Figure 8

(18) Limited local residential and urban local residential and collector street
intersection spacing intervals with higher order streets. Public and private local streets
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