
QUIET ZONE ESTABLISHMENT PROCESS                                                                                                                                City of Fort Worth
This chart denotes the primary steps required to create a quiet zone in Fort Worth, Texas                                                                                                                   Transportation & Public Works
The amount of time required to establish a Quiet Zone will vary.  Expect 1-3 years to complete a Russ Wiles    817-392-7978
project, depending on existing conditions at the crossing(s) in the proposed quiet zone. Email:  Russell.Wiles@fortworthgov.org
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Conduct Diagnostic Team 
meeting to establish QZ 

design and funding.  
Complete Diagnostic 

Report.

Initiate contract 
with RR company 
for any RR facility 

adjustments.  
(Some RRs 

require City to 
execute this 

contract.)

Design QZ and prepare 
Draft RR Signal Layout 

Sheet.

For WHS only.   
Prepare 

application for 
authorization to 
use WHS as a 

TCD from TxDOT.

Attend Diagnostic 
Team Meeting.

Attend Diagnostic 
Team Meeting.

Invited to attend 
Diagnostic Team 

Meeting.

Issue WHS use 
request to TxDOT.

Provide authorization to 
use WHS.

Review plans.

Review plans.

If On-System 
Location, review 

plans.

Revisions 
incorporated

Repeat 
reviews as 
necessary.

Finalize plans. Railroad 
construction

Prepare FRA 
Notice of Intent.

Mail NOI.  
Obtain NOI 

comment reply 
sheets.  

Prepare FRA 
Notice of 

Establishment.

Issue M&C to 
authorize City Mgr. 

to sign NOE.

City Council 
approves/

disapproves.

City completes  
NOE document 

execution.

Mail NOE to 
railroads, others.

Obtain RR 
Company approval 

to initiate a QZ 
project.

Initiate contract 
with RR company 

or RR contractor to 
install QZ device.

Accept 
construction.

Accept 
construction.

Place QZ into 
service on 
established
NOE date.

Maintenance Mgmt. 
initiated.
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TPW RR project 
initiated and 

entered into City 
Project Mgmt. 

System.
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Prepare 
preliminary RR 
signal layout 

sheet.  Prepare 
preliminary 

Diagnostic Team 
Report.

Establish QZ 
annual 

maintenance

Developer 
provides funds to 

initiate TPW 
project; for City 
staff, QZ signs, 

etc. (or initiates a 
CFA)

If On-System 
Location, accept 

construction.

2

If roadway 
modification 

required, initiate 
CFA, achieve 
approval, and 

construct roadwork.

Informal meeting 
with RR, City, at 

site.

If On-System 
Location or if Fed. 

Funding is 
involved, attend 
Diagnostic Team 

Meeting.

KEY TO ABBREVIATION

   CFA      Community Facilities Agreement RR    Railroad         
   FRA    Federal Railroad Administration           TCD    Traffic Control Device  
   M&C    Mayor & Council Communication         TPW    Transportation/Public Works 
   NOE    Notice of Establishment                        WHS    Wayside Horn System
   NOI    Notice of Intent                                            Denotes City Staff Hours
   QZ    Quiet Zone                                                          

n


	Page-1�

