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Eastland Creek Floodplain Update 
Frequently Asked Questions
As of 2/27/2026

Why is the flood risk changing along Eastland Creek?
The flood risk is changing because the area has grown since the first maps were made by Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in 1984. More homes, roads, and businesses mean more pavement, which causes more rainwater to run off instead of soaking into the ground. Rainfall amounts have also changed. The City is updating maps to show the real risk today.
Why didn’t FEMA initially map flood risk in the upper reach of Eastland Creek?
Because FEMA maps flood risk nationwide, they regulate to a certain level, which sometimes stops mapping flood risk in the upper reaches of streams, where the risk is often lower. FEMA leaves it up to local jurisdictions, like the City, to update the flood risk mapping as the local expert for an area. The City’s floodplain regulations require mapping flood risk in more of the upper reaches of streams to better regulate and communicate flood risk focused on improving public safety and protecting properties. 
What kinds of flooding has happened here before?
There have been reports of street flooding and water getting close to homes, especially near Oakdale Drive and Eastland Street. Several residents have shared concerns about flooding and drainage problems.
Why is the City having the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) update the floodplain maps?
The City wants everyone to know their actual flood risk. Updating the FEMA floodplain maps is the best way to communicate the flood risk and helps homeowners make informed decisions. However, it will also affect flood insurance requirements. Accurate maps also help the City identify and prioritize maintenance and capital improvement needs. The City evaluates FEMA floodplain mapping updates across the City and prioritizes updates focusing on areas where the current maps significantly differ from the actual flood risk.
How will changes to the FEMA floodplain mapping impact properties?
The floodplain mapping update will remove flood risk from some homes and properties and increase the flood risk for others. The flood risk mapping update will add about 102 homes in Council District 11 to the FEMA floodplain. No new homes will be added in Council District 5.
Will this change affect my flood insurance?
If you have a mortgage backed by the federal government and your property is added to the floodplain, your lender will require you to purchase flood insurance. If you own your home outright, flood insurance is not required but is strongly recommended. Due to the City’s participation in FEMA’s Community Rating System (CRS) program, all residents and businesses in the City can receive a 15% discount on flood insurance through the National Flood Insurance Program.
When will these changes take effect?
After the City submits the updated mapping to FEMA, it usually takes about 9 months for the maps to become official. The City will send the modeling and mapping to FEMA this summer, following the public meeting in March.
What are ways the City has considered to reduce flooding?
The City has looked at options like widening the channel, improving bridges, and adding detention ponds to hold stormwater. These types of improvements cost millions of dollars and take time, so they are planned considering citywide priorities and funding availability. The City maintains a prioritized list of identified citywide needs, which includes potential improvements to mitigate channel erosion and flood risk along Eastland Creek. However, at this time, no capital improvements are planned along Eastland Creek.
What are things residents can do to protect their property from flooding?
Many improvements performed in the FEMA floodplain such as yard grading, new fences, or building new structures or additions will require obtaining a Floodplain Development Permit (FDP) through the City, so the activity can be reviewed to ensure it will not make flooding worse. The list below are ways residents can better protect their property from flooding.
· Place temporary flood barriers such as inflatable or reusable flood dams or sandbags around doorways and air conditioning units. 
· Elevate electrical panels and air conditioning units above flood levels.
· Install weather stripping around doors and use waterproof sealant around windows, cracks and gaps.
· Adjust gutter downspouts away from the foundation.
· Consider yard grading measures, such as swales and berms, to direct stormwater runoff away from the structure. (This needs to be done in a way as to not push runoff onto your neighbors.)

Purchasing flood insurance is strongly recommended by the City as a way to recover more quickly if home or business flooding occurs. More information about flood insurance can be found at https://www.floodsmart.gov/.
How does FEMA floodplain mapping impact City regulations?
Properties in the FEMA floodplain have to obtain a Floodplain Development Permit (FDP) for many types of activities such as yard grading, adding or replacing fences, or building new structures or additions. Permits are required to allow the City to ensure the work will not increase flooding.

Any new, enlarged, or renovated structures may be required to be elevated to be protected from flooding. For questions about what types of work would require Floodplain Development Permits (FDPs) or information about the permitting process, please email SDS@FortWorthTexas.gov or go to https://www.fortworthtexas.gov/departments/development-services. 
Does the City maintain Eastland Creek?
Yes. The City mows the channel about three times a year, clears culverts under roads and removes blockages from within the channel to maintain the flow of stormwater, and mitigates channel erosion through small bank stabilization projects. The City’s maintenance activities help to reduce flood risk along the channel. 
Who do I report maintenance concerns to?
Concerns regarding maintenance about Eastland Creek or the drainage inlet and pipe system can be reported to the City through one of the following manners:
· Using the My Fort Worth app
· Calling 817-392-1234
· Emailing StormwaterCS@FortWorthTexas.gov
· Online at FortWorthTexas.gov/report
When is the public meeting?
Monday, March 23, 6-8:30 p.m. at A.M. Pate Elementary School, 3800 Anglin Dr, Fort Worth 76119.
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For more information on Eastland Creek, please contact: Floodplain@FortWorthTexas.gov or call 817-392-6261
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