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Agenda

• Access management basics
• Access Management Policy

• Collector Network Planning basics
• Subdivision Ordinance Amendment

• Discussion
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Access Management Policy 
Overview
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M&C Adoption: June 5, 2018
Effective date: August 1, 2018



What is Access Management
• The provision of vehicular access to land 

development in a manner that preserves 
the  safety and efficiency of the 
transportation system.

• Policies guide the location, spacing, and 
operation of: 

• Intersections
• Driveways
• Median Openings
• Street spacing
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Why an Access Management policy?

• Fort Worth did not have a 
comprehensive Access 
Management Policy.

• Previous standards were incomplete 
and out of date  

• AM Policy was second phase of 
MTP Update;

• Effective access management 
supports adopted goals of MTP 
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Benefits of Access Management
Improved safety and operation 
of the street network:
• FHWA proven safety 

countermeasure
• Protect capacity on thoroughfare 

network 
• Reduced travel time and delay
• Positive economic impact
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Access Management Policy: 
Spacing Requirements
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Updated New Unchanged



Access Management Policy: 
Spacing Requirements
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Access Management Policy: 
Spacing Requirements
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Range = minimum/maximum allowable
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Access Management Policy: 
Spacing Requirements
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Access Management Policy: 
Spacing Requirements
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• Connection spacing measured between endpoints 
shown in figure (center-center or edge to edge)

• Minimum spacing distances are not intended to 
set the number of access points for a property 
frontage

• Low volume streets may be treated as driveways 
for spacing calculations under certain conditions

• Projected ADT on street is 500 or less
• Main street volume is 20,000 or less
• Main street has fewer than 6 lanes
• Not System Link street type



Access Management Policy:
Roundabout Guidelines
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• Guidelines included where roundabouts used
• Traffic study required



Access Management Policy:
Left-Turn Lane Requirements
Left turn lanes to be provided (consistent with 
median opening spacing requirements):
• Along thoroughfares at all new driveways or 

street intersections where left turns are 
allowed 

• Along thoroughfares, streets, and driveways
on all approaches to signalized (or future 
signalized) intersections

• Along street/driveway approaches to System 
Links and Connectors (ADT of 1000 or greater)

• At all median openings that allow left turns 
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Access Management Policy:
Left-Turn Lane Requirements (cont…)
Left turn lanes to be provided:
• On collector streets at intersections 

serving non-residential or high-density 
residential

• When an engineering study indicates a 
safety, access or traffic operations need

• Continuous TWLTL may be used where 
MTP designates or where otherwise 
permitted

• New left turn lanes in wide medians must 
be designed to provide offset left turns
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Access Management Policy:
Right-Turn Lane Requirements

• Un-signalized intersections’ RTL 
requirement based on posted speed and 
turning volumes

• Signalized intersections’ RTL requirement 
based on posted speed and turning 
volumes, plus operational and safety 
analysis
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Source: Facilities Development Manual, Chapter 11, Section 25: Intersections at Grade, 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation, 2017.  http://wisconsindot.gov/rdwy/fdm/fd-11-25.pdf
The graphs used in the Wisconsin report were developed based on NCHRP Report 457. 
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/esg/esg.pdf

http://wisconsindot.gov/rdwy/fdm/fd-11-25.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/esg/esg.pdf


Access Management Policy: 
Joint and Cross Access

• Joint Use and Cross Access are 
methods of allowing adjacent 
developments to share driveways

• Joint Use is where two adjacent 
property owners share a driveway 
along their common property line

• Cross Access is where traffic moves 
between adjacent properties without 
re-entering the public roadway and 
allows vehicles to easily circulate 
between businesses
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Joint Access

Cross Access



Access Management Policy: 
Joint and Cross-Access: Individual Developments

• Required when individual 
developments  cannot meet spacing 
standards 

• Adjoining parcels that could reasonably 
share must share access

• Smaller development sites may be 
required to stub easement for future 
continuation

• May be waived if incompatible uses or 
physical constraints exist
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Cross-access can be at the front, side, or rear of a property, 
depending on site design, location of parking, drive aisles, and 

public streets



Access Management Policy: Joint and Cross 
Access – Multiple Building Site Developments

• Number of connections based on 
minimum number needed for access, 
not maximum available for 
development frontage based on traffic 
study

• Direct outparcel access from interior  
roadways

• Abutting properties with different 
ownership/not part of development 
plan must use Joint/Cross Access
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Access Management Policy: Joint and Cross 
Access – Multiple Building Site Developments

• Private access easements may be 
allowed when certain conditions are 
met

• Adjoining commercial/office and 
major traffic generators must provide 
cross access and accessible pedestrian 
connections

• If cross-access/public access 
easement is intended to function as a 
driveway/fire lane it can be 
constructed as a driveway
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Access Management Policy: 
Infill Development and Non-Conforming Access

• Existing access is “grandfathered”, but may 
be brought into compliance in the 
following circumstances when:

• An existing roadway with non-conforming 
access is modified

• New access connection is requested or 
required

• Plat/replat is required
• Change of use increases traffic from 

immediately preceding use by 10 times 
• Existing access presents a public safety 

concern
• Opportunity for a discussion about Access 

Management goals and safety
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Access Management Policy: 
Driveway Connection Geometry
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Throat length minimizes or eliminates 
the condition where inbound traffic 
queues onto a public street:
• Requirements vary by driveway 

volume/ adjacent street type 
including variations for low volume 
and high volume driveways. 

• Greater than 400 vph in peak (two-
way) requires traffic impact study

• Policy does not include driveway 
design



Access Management Policy: 
Exception/Waiver Process

• Policy includes an 
administrative process for 
modifying or waiving 
spacing requirements

• Engineering study may be 
required to support spacing 
modifications, outright 
waivers
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• 10% or 100 feet: Traffic Engineer may reduce 
connection, median opening, signal, and roadway 
spacing requirement

• Over 10% or 100 feet: Transportation and Public 
Works Director may approve

• TPW Director decision may be appealed to the 
City Manager’s Office

Spacing Modifications

• City Traffic Engineer can waive spacing 
requirements under certain circumstances

Nonconforming Waivers



Subdivision Ordinance 
Amendment Overview
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M&C Adoption: June 5, 2018
Effective date: August 1, 2018



Subdivision Ordinance Amendment:
Why Collector Network Planning?

• Protect capacity of thoroughfares
• Better emergency response times 

and service delivery
• Improve access
• Support mobility

• Ideal corridors for people walking, 
biking, or using transit

24
Existing Collectors



Collector Network Planning: Guiding Principles

• Promote street connectivity
• Discourage cut-through traffic
• Design streets to reflect context
• Discourage mixing of incompatible land 

uses
• Minimize intrusion of non-residential 

traffic into residential areas
• Serves both residential and non-

residential land uses

25



Subdivision Ordinance Amendment: 
Design and Configuration
• Collector design is a careful balance 

between providing direct 
connectivity and attracting no more 
traffic than is appropriate.  

• Provide access, but discourage cut 
through and long distance traffic

• Support/reflect surrounding land 
use (context sensitive)

• Applies to new and expired 
preliminary plats and final minor 
plats

26



Subdivision Ordinance Amendment: 
Design and Configuration
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From Fort Worth Master Thoroughfare Plan

• Collector design is a careful balance 
between providing direct 
connectivity and attracting no more 
traffic than is appropriate.  

• Provide access, but discourage cut 
through and long distance traffic

• Support/reflect surrounding land 
use (context sensitive)

• Applies to new and expired 
preliminary plats and final minor 
plats



Subdivision Ordinance Amendment:
Collector Network Planning Discontinuities

• Discontinuities make access 
unnecessarily difficult for local traffic

• Only for cases that design approaches 
will not be adequate to discourage cut-
through traffic

• Traffic engineering analysis required
• Offset thoroughfare crossings require a 

CPC waiver
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Subdivision Ordinance Amendment: 
Collector Network Planning Spacing
• Collectors to only terminate at a thoroughfare or other collector

• Exceptions for:
• Stubs that are planned to continue with future development
• Topographic considerations
• Incompatible land uses
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Collector Network Spacing



Subdivision Ordinance Amendment:
Collector Network Planning
Design approaches can be incorporated 
to help discourage cut through traffic:

• Proper subdivision design
• Curvilinear streets
• Neighborhood entry features
• Traffic calming measures such as mini-

roundabouts and raised islands

30Mini-Roundabout

Neighborhood Entry Features



Subdivision Ordinance Amendment:
Waivers
• City Traffic Engineer may administratively modify spacing  

requirements within 10% or 100 feet where it is impractical to meet 
the standards

• City Plan Commission waivers may be granted if site is constrained or 
offset collectors are proposed
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Subdivision Ordinance Amendment:
Collector Network Planning Applicability

• Approved Concept Plans
• Concept plans not required to show collector network

• Approved Preliminary Plats
• Active: Dedicated collector network honored
• Expired: Collector network compliance required

• Approved Final Plats
• Dedicated collector network honored

• New Preliminary and Final Plats
• Collector network compliance required
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Questions/Comments
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